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Leon - 10Beech
Member of Youth Parliament for Hertsmere

In the coming weeks, forms will be receiving surveys written by Hertfordshire's UK Youth Parliament.
These surveys are on the top five priority issues voted for by young people during the elections in January,
including bullying, mental health and equality. The feedback received from these surveys will be gathered
and written into our manifesto, which is presented to the Hertfordshire County Council later this year.
Last year, the surveys received a record 9500 responses. Or aim is to
try to break this record by participating in these surveys, and making
sure that the voices of as many young people in our school are heard
as possible.

Dates for
the Diary
30 May – 2 June
Half Term
6 June
GCSE/AS/A2 Exams continue
Y6 Transition Meetings begin
3.30-5.30
7 June
Iceland Trip - Parents Evening
6-7pm
14 June
Y7 Trip – Harry Potter Studio
15 June
Y12 Higher Education
Evening 7-8.30
Governors Meeting

KEY STAGE 5

Hana - 12Maple
Our KS5 student of the week is Hana who is in
year 12. Hana has been given this award for her
outstanding Attitude to Learning scores in her
recent report. Hana has worked incredibly hard
throughout Year 12 and demonstrated a
mature and resilient approach to her studies.
She is currently studying English, geography,
sociology, Spanish and the extended project
qualification (EPQ).

Mr Turner, Executive Principal

It was great to see our dedicated
Head of House, Mr Donovan, and
Amie, our hardworking House
Captain, jointly take our Sycamore
House Assembly on Friday last week.

Confidently speaking to all members
of the House, Amie highlighted
recent successes and outlined some
upcoming events that are taking
place over the next few weeks and
months.

Danielle Bowe - Lead Practitioner for English and Whole school Literacy

The theme of the week at Bushey Meads has been ‘trust’. We have been exploring associated words, such
as assurance, our word of the week:

Help for Heroes
By Ben - 7B
On the 7th and 8th of May 2016 I took part in a charity
bike ride from Birmingham to Bushey. I took the train
up to Birmingham where we began the journey.
On the first day we covered 55 miles and then stopped
at a hotel overnight near Northampton. The whole
journey was 120 miles (2 hours 10 minutes in a car) and
I completed 79 miles of the course.
I took part in this bike ride for the charity Help for Heroes and I raised over £300, with money still coming in!
Help for Heroes is a charity that
helps soldiers recover after war.
My uncle, my brother, my friend
and his Dad and I all took part in
the charity ride.
Thank-you to Mr. Back who
sponsored me and suggested I
write a newsletter article about
my experience.

By Victoria Woolmer
The ‘So Last Era’ crew have spent the last few months raising money for Cancer Research, as well as to secure a
fund that will allow for the printing of the magazine to continue.
Firstly, we had two separate bake sales: Game of Scones and
Easter Bake! These were both successful, raising a total of
£329.30 between them. Furthermore, a few members of the
team engaged in a challenging day of sponsored silence. Finally,
Mr Lyley shaved off his signature ginger beard for a whole
£224.83, which gave us a grand total of £554.13!
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the fundraising
escapades and to all who participated. Don’t forget to read ‘So
Last Era’ that comes out every three weeks in the LRC!

N.B. Just a big thank you to all members of the So Last Era team, for making it a reality and continuously striving to
go that extra mile in History! To say that you raised such a substantial amount of money in only a 4 week term is
truly outstanding. Your commitment and enthusiasm is an inspiration to us all.
Thank you
Mr A Lyley – History

Mr Turner, Executive Principal
Another 60+ students from Years 11 – 13 turned up for last week’s Study Saturday - another one of the highly successful raising
achievement initiatives that BMS has implemented in the last 2 years to ensure that all our hardworking students have every
chance of real success in their all-important GCSE and AS and A2 exams in the coming weeks.
Students were helping each other with their studies and revision, going over past papers (all
of which have been printed off in advance by Mr Back to make it easy for the students to
access) and all highly motivated to succeed. The following quotes were what the students
said were most helpful about this powerful raising achievement initiative offered by Mr
Back and supported by the staff in our
wonderful learning community.
Some students have literally attended
every single session – sometimes queuing
outside at 9.30 am, waiting for our
dedicated and motivational Learning Resource
Centre Manager, Mr Back, to arrive. The focus on
Saturday was phenomenal – in all three superbly resourced areas within the hub
of our school (LRC1, LRC2 and LRC3).

There are quite a lot of distractions
at home and I think attending the
Study Saturdays is giving me the
edge to do well in all my exams.

At home I can get distracted by things like the
Playstation and my phone. Here at school others are
working around you and the focussed environment
helps you maintain a good work ethic.
Jack Year 12

Natalie Year 11

At the Study Saturdays everyone is modelling
high expectations and the support from the
staff like Mr Back and other students is really
helpful. I get the bus from Radlett and then
walk from Queens to here. Every past paper
has been printed off for you in advance and it
is just easier to get on with the work.

Everyone else is working and
revising so it makes it easier for you
to do the same. At home you are
just on your own and it’s harder to
keep motivated.
Abby Year 11

Noah Year 12

There are too many distractions at
home and at the Study Saturdays
friends can help you. Also all the
resources and past papers provided
are so helpful.

I come to the Study Saturday’s at BMS
as you associate school with work and
it’s much easier to focus here than at
home.
Sophie Year 11

Millie and Maila Year 11
I like getting help from the teachers. Over the last
few Study Saturdays I have focussed on Childcare,
Maths and today I was revising RS and Music. I’m
comfortable revising in the LRC and all the
resources you need are here.
I get the bus or cycle here and have done so for
every Study Saturday. The best thing for me is
that all the past papers are available and all
printed out ready for you to use.
Varun Year 11

Angel Year 11

Mr Akram – Maths teacher

On a weekly basis, the Maths Challenge is composed by a group of enthusiastic
year 10 students. It is created in order to stretch the students making it, as well
as the participants. Moreover, it
allows people to experience
maths within and out of the
curriculum, along with preparing
for the highly problematic UK
Maths Challenge.
Essentially, our Maths Challenge is
a competition between students,
houses and teachers, as well as allowing
people to work together to achieve a unified
goal. We would like to give a special thanks to everyone taking part, in particular two forms: 7 Maple and 10 Willow for their
valiant effort in working on the Maths Challenge within form time.
We look forward to seeing more people enter in the weeks to come. It can be
found at the end of the Word of the Week presentation, as well as within the
Bushey Meads Newsletter.
Thank you,
Claudia Baldry, Layla Campbell, Karan Mavji, Riya Patel, Sahil Sindhi, Vinija
Thirucumaran and Victoria Woolmer

by Sara Ash, Assistant Headteacher
The theme of the week this week was the theme of TRUST. The focus was on the relationship of TRUST
between students and teachers with the completion of learning to the very best of every student’s ability
a top priority.
All teachers and teaching assistants at BMS are working hard to regularly mark students’ work in green
pen and give concise feedback, setting smart targets to indicate how the work can be improved and
moved to the next level. The students then have a key responsibility in the learning journey in order to
improve their work and embed their understanding. Students are required to carefully read all the
comments and questions posed by the teachers and teaching assistants and ensure that they carefully
respond to every target and instruction by improving the work in purple pen. We also encourage selfassessment and peer assessment and students should always respond to this feedback as well.
This should be an on-going process, week by week, gradually taking the work to the next level; every piece
of work getting better and better and closer to, or even exceeding, the aspirational target grades.
Sometimes this time to respond to the comments and targets is given in lessons and we call it Dedicated,
Improvement and Reflection Time or DIRT time; at other times it is expected that students complete this
DIRT time at home.
After the May half term holiday all staff will be reviewing the work in this area and participating in a
Marking and Feedback Evaluation Fortnight. We will be particularly focussing on how well BMS students
are responding to the green pen marking and completing DIRT time - evidencing this with purple pen
throughout their books and folders.
Over the half term holiday we would encourage all students to prepare for this carefully by reviewing all
their books and folders, ensuring that they have responded to all the feedback given. We have issued all
students with a checklist to assist them with this process.
We would like parents and carers to support this process by encouraging the use of DIRT time at home
and by ensuring that each student is fully equipped for school at all times. Some items of stationery can
be purchased from the stationery shop at school with purple pens at a special price of 25 pence at the
moment. A full list of equipment needed can be found on page 9 of the school planner.

Reach for the ceiling!
Mrs Dawson – Head of MFL faculty
Year 10 French students proved their knowledge today by summing
up the vocabulary they’ve learnt in class. They had a challenge to reach the
ceiling using only words related to the latest topic of work. The first three to
reach the ceiling will be enjoying some Haribo next lesson.

Student Voice at BMS
by Sara Ash, Assistant Headteacher

The School Parliament met on Thursday 12th May. Led by the Head Boy and Head Girl, the parliament
were asked to think about what was their priority as a student body to invest money in. The parliament
decided on 3 initial ideas:
• New ICT equipment (laptops/chrome books)
•

Refurbished Science laboratories

•

Refurbished toilets

A survey went out to all students to determine which they wanted to choose as the top priority. 584
students responded to the survey with the following results:

As a school we will now be investing in a refurbishment of the toilets as requested by the student body.
This links well with the new process of closing the toilets during lesson time, which is working well.
Students are spending more time in lessons with only a very small percentage of students giving negative
feedback of the closing of the toilets through the student surveys (4%).
The student surveys also highlighted the positive learning environment that is a strong feature at Bushey
Meads with 91% of students saying they feel safe at school. The work of the Anti-Bullying Ambassadors,
Confide button, Anti-Bullying Co-ordinators and Student Watch have all had a positive impact. Some of
the comments include:
Amazing school, great memories.
KS5 student

I feel safe at Bushey Meads School, all the teachers look
after me and I get the help I need.
KS4 student

The teaching I receive is fantastic.
KS5 student

I have never encountered bullying at this school.
KS3 student

I am loving Bushey Meads and I think it is a
great school. I think that bullying is dealt with
very well.
KS3 student

I feel that I am well looked after at this school.
I also feel that the bullying is well looked after
here as we have anti-bullying ambassadors
and consequence points.
KS3 student

House Points 2015-2016

BEECH
ASH
MAPLE
SYCAMORE
ELM
OAK
WILLOW

9000
8500
8000
7500
7000

8858
8844
8029
7927
7871
7852
7583

6500

COUNTY LEAGUE ATHLETICS
Match 4 of the summer 2016 athletics season took place at Jarmon’s Park track on Monday 23rd May. Stadium. It proved to
be the toughest competition of the season so far with competing schools Berkhamsted, Queens, St Georges and JFK, fielding
some very strong athletes. We had 4 individual event winners with Kaitlyn Williams recording her fourth win in a row. Well
done to all the students that took part and we look forward to the final two county matches and the District championships
after half term.

SENIOR BOYS
Overall match position : 4th - 39 points
A Hodgman - 3rd HURDLES
C Osei - 3rd LONG JUMP and 2nd 100m
S Wright - 3rd POLE VAULT
C Bedwell - 3rd TRIPLE JUMP

M Lawman - 1st DISCUS
J Leyshon - 1st JAVELIN
SENIOR GIRLS
Overall match position : 5th - 27 points
M Sjollema - 3rd LONG JUMP

JUNIOR BOYS
Overall match position : 4th - 33 points
P Coaster-Etuk - 2nd 200m
K Campbell - 2nd 100m
James Kimber - 3rd 1500m
R Marsh - 3rd JAVELIN
J Peskin - 3rd High Jump

B Garvey - 1st POLE VAULT
JUNIOR GIRLS
Overall match position : 5th - 19 points
V Fordham - 3rd Long Jump

K Williams - 1st DISCUS

CRICKET
Year 9 Cricket v WESTFIELD (League)
Date : Tues 24th May 2016
Score : BMS 95 for 1 (15 overs) Westfield 63 for 7 (15 overs)
Result : BMS win
Bowling : V Kerai 2 for 4, D Patel 2 for 13,T Sritharan 1 for 9, S Kazmi 2 for 3
Batting : F Patel 39no, S Kazmi 15no
Comment : An excellent performance by the Year 9 team in their first league fixture of the season. Special mention
to Ferin Patel for his unbeaten 39 with an impressive display of power hitting.
Team : F Patel, D Patel, A Sureshkumar, V Kerai, A Bathia, K Nanthasuthan, T Sritharan, B Francis, T
Tharmalasingam,J Dodwell, S Kazmi

Channels of Communication
In a large school it is important to know who to contact if you would like to raise a concern or provide us
with information. If you have a concern you would like to share with the school regarding your son or
daughter your first point of contact needs to be the subject teacher or the form tutor. They can be
contacted via the school email: reception@busheymeads.org.uk, marking it for their attention, or by
telephone: 020 8950 3000.

EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL
Mr Turner

SENIOR ASSISTANT
HEADTEACHER
KS3 – Mr Fisher
ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER
KS4 & KS5 – Mrs Ash

HEAD OF FACULTY
PASTORAL TEAM
Mr O’Kelly (KS5)
Ms Danecha (KS4)
Mr Malik (Yrs 8 & 9)
Ms Smart (Year 7)
HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

FORM TUTOR

SUBJECT TEACHER

There’s a netball activity for everyone this summer!
Visit www.englandnetball.co.uk

East Netball Youth Camps in Ware, Hertfordshire

Visit www.netballevents.co.uk to book

