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BMS Exemplary
Transition Programme
Our Year 6 into 7 transition meetings continue to be a great success
and are being very much appreciated by Year 6 students and parents
alike. Our newly appointed BMS Buddies who spend some time with
the Year 6 students and their parents, explaining about the transition
to Year 7, the ‘Me Capsule’ the summer holiday reading assignment
and ‘The Best of Me’ folder, have also made a superb impression.
These facts were highlighted by the letter from a current Year
parent received last by Mrs Smith our superb Admissions Officer
at BMS.

Dear Mrs Smith,
Many thanks for arranging the Year 6 Transition
meeting today. We found our ‘BMS Buddy’ Alex very
informative and helpful, and Mr Malik was fantastic.
Please pass on my personal thanks to both of them.

Dates for
the Diary
13th August - A Level Results Day
20th August – GCSE Results Day

My daughter has had a difficult year, with the 11+
pressure and then waiting until last week to finally
get a school. I really appreciate the reassurance that
Mr Malik gave about the transition to secondary
school and I know that my daughter, once she starts
school at Bushey Meads, will flourish and gain
confidence again.
I was very impressed with the meeting and feel it is a
very important part of the induction process. I felt
privileged to be at a school where these meetings
take place, as I know very few schools do this.
With Kind Regards
A Prospective Year 7 Parent

Autumn Term:
Thursday 3rd September 2015
Year 7 – 8.30 start
Years 8-10 - 12:20 start
Years 11-13 - Allocated times

Friday 4th September 2015
Years 7-13
8:30 start

KEY STAGE 3
KEY STAGE 4
KEY STAGE 5

Nathaniel – 9Oak
This week’s student of the week is Nathaniel. Nathaniel
has been a shining ambassador for Bushey Meads school
in the local community. On discovering a lost PE Kit on a
bus on his way home, he went out of his way to return
the bag to Watford Grammar School for Boys. We
received an email from the school, thanking and
commending Nathaniel on his thoughtful attitude. When
approached about his act of kindness, his response was "I
hope anyone would have done the same thing".
Nathaniel you are a credit to your parents and we are
very proud of you

Daniellle - 10Elm
Danielle is this week's KS4 student of the week. Danielle
is currently working above her target grade in several of
her GCSE subjects and her outstanding attitude to
learning epitomizes the school motto 'aspire to
achieve'. Danielle has also been helping the Drama
department with their production of the classic Romeo
and Juliet.

Lewis – 12 Elm
Our KS5 student of the week is Lewis, currently in Year
12. He has been awarded this for his excellent effort
and positive approach to learning in all lessons. Lewis
is currently studying English, Psychology Music and
Drama.

Jeremy Turner - Executive Principal
As you are aware we are looking forward to welcoming 30 new students, joining us in Year 7 in September 2015, in
line with the Local Authority’s plans to expand our popular oversubscribed school. In the meantime we have been
working hard to move forward with new plans to extend and enhance existing buildings on our school site to
accommodate the expanding school roll, rather than build an additional Sixth Form Block which was in the first
round of proposals and unfortunately didn’t meet the rigorous, planning permission criteria.
After nearly a year of being the Executive Principal at BMS and having the real privilege of working alongside all
staff at the school, our new vision has re-shaped the original submission and concepts for the next few years. The
new plan would mean that our hard working Sixth Form students will still benefit from some exciting enhanced
facilities but these will now be within and around the existing building around their current Sixth Form Centre. The
financial gain from not having a large one-off building will now also benefit many other curriculum areas around
the school site.

These benefits include a proposed state of the art fitness suite and teaching space for the PE and Health Faculty, a
two storey extension to the Music Block at the rear of the school, additional classrooms in English, an inspiring
open learning space and Atrium for the Art Department and a proposed extension to the Modern Languages faculty
area. In due course an open consultation process will involve sharing these smaller but significant plans with local
residents once the architects have prepared the detailed drawings and necessary planning application.
In the meantime the re-submission for Phase 1 will include the original plans to create 2 new Science laboratories
at the rear of the site, an additional classroom within an internal courtyard space and even more additional parking
space for staff and visitors to further relieve any congestion in Coldharbour Lane and some of the other local roads.
The added benefit of not building the Sixth Form Centre is that parking can also be retained at the main entrance
way to the school providing even more parking on the school site.
As the Executive Principal I have personally met recently with a number of key local residents to outline these
amended plans and received some very positive support and encouragement for this exciting way forward to
develop the school environment over the next few years. Working in collaboration with local residents for the
benefit of all the children in and around the local area, these new developments will enable the school to expand
and will also reflect our inclusive ethos which is very important to our school; a learning community at the heart of
this wonderful area.
With the amended plans now more in line with the newly emerging vision for the school over the next five years, it
is exciting to see how more faculty areas, more staff and more students across the curriculum will benefit.

Whole school enrichment day
Mr Fisher – Assistant Headteacher KS3
On Wednesday, we held the second or our new, termly whole-school
enrichment days. Staff had devised a fabulous programme of varied,
educational and broadening activities.
Year 7 followed an imaginatively constructed day of performing arts
based on that most British of
obsessions, the weather. Groups had
sessions singing, dancing, performing
and painting. The song was "I can see
clearly now the rain has gone",
performances involved umbrellas and
the art activity was based on seasonal
weather. In the evening, during the art exhibition, performers returned to
entertain parents and guests, ably assisted by Ms Brown, Mr Cox and Mr Knowles.

Year 8 went to Whipsnade Zoo for
the day to complete a maths and
science project amid the wild animals.
Year 9 spent part of the day on an important PSHE sex education
topic, with outside experts delivering sessions. For the rest of the day
students got to enjoy a range of PE
activities including table tennis,
trampolining and basketball.
Year 10 investigated the very
serious world citizenship issue of
Genocide, with their work building
into thoughtful and sensitive
presentations. Some of the school's most outstanding Year 10 scientists had an
altogether different day, being rewarded for their exceptional hard work over
the year with a trip to Thorpe Park.
The day was completed with Yr11 students coming back for the second of their
days preparing for the sixth form; a team building day.

Thorpe Park Physics Trip
Mr Bilton – Head of Science
30 Highly Able students from Year 10 had the chance to experience Physics in action on Wednesday when
they visited Thorpe Park. Riding on the various rollercoasters the students experienced first-hand the
effects of momentum, acceleration and centripetal force. In the afternoon, the students had a talk from a
member of the Thorpe Park education team about the importance of understanding Physics when
designing rollercoasters and then there was just
enough time for some more rides in the Park.

Oxbridge and Russell Group MAT preparation
James Donovan – Maths Teacher
Several Year 12 Bushey Meads students have been
attending after school workshops to help them prepare
for entry to Mathematics-related degree courses at top
Universities such as Oxford and Imperial College.
We have now started running lunchtime classes where
students work together on problems and receive advice
and suggestions to help them tackle some very
interesting problems. The aim is to encourage potential
candidates to
develop their line of
investigation and prepare for the interview and examination
process. The Universities are looking to see how a candidate thinks,
develops an idea and draws conclusions from their work. The aim of
the workshop is to encourage this "thinking out aloud" approach
with support and pertinent questions.
Please let your Mathematics teacher or myself know if you are
interested in attending.
The deadline for registering for the MAT (Mathematics Admissions Test) is 15th October 2015, and the
examination is on 4th November 2015.

By Mr Hawkins – PE Teacher
Well done to all those students and staff who competed in the House
Fantasy Football throughout the year. There were 122 competitors: 105
students and 17 staff. 10 house points for each person who entered a
team plus 100 points for 1st place, 50 points for 2nd place and 25 points
for 3rd place.
Congratulations to Jordan Praag in 10Willow who was our overall winner
and Mr Allen on winning the staff league.
The competition will run again starting September on the return to
school. Please feel free to set up your teams over the summer holiday by
visiting http://fantasy.premierleague.com

STAFF

STUDENTS

Pos.

Manager

Team

Pos.

Manager

House

23

Mr Allen

KS4 Allstars

1

Jordan Praag

Willow

29

Mr Pimenteo

Fisica FC

2

Jake Rasmussen

Sycamore

37

Mr Chalkley

Chalkley Athletic

3

13 Willow

Willow

40

Miss Ansari

Fattys

4

Joe Blagden

Sycamore

62

Mr Hawkins

Auto Complete

5

Levi Haughton

Ash

66

Mr Roresa

Bow FC

6

Sonny Grinham

Elm

72

Ms Heartfield

Heartfield Rovers

7

Daniel Lynch

Oak

74

Mr Besisira

Bizzle’s Dream Team

8

Oliver Paul

Sycamore

75

Mr Donovan

Sycamore Argyle

9

Adam Gill

Oak

76

Mr Cartledge

George Best Legends

10

Ben Purser

Willow

85

Mrs Moore

SM’s Martyrs

92

Miss Hazell

Nugget United

1

Elm

210 pts

101

Mr Cox

Hardly Athletic

2

Sycamore

200 pts

102

Mr Dowty

It Doesn’t Mata

3

Beech

190 pts

106

Mr Patel

7MP Beech

4

Maple

170 pts

117

Mrs Lyons

Lyons FC

5

Willow

165 pts

121

Mr O’Kelly

Ajax Trees Down

6

Oak

140 pts

7

Ash

110 pts

HOUSE POINTS

Buses to school Thursday 3rd September
A Timely Start - Thursday, 3rd September,
2015
You will have been made aware that our
students who are in Year 8 to Year 10, in
September, will begin their learning at
12.20pm on Thursday, 3rd September.
To ensure our students who travel on the
Mullanys bus service are collected and
dropped in good time to school, Mullanys
have kindly amended the morning pick-up
time (opposite).
The new timetable for departure from BMS to
home destinations, for Mullanys, stands as
previously published in this newsletter.
Students who travel by public transport to
and from school, must check the timetable to
ensure a timely arrival on the Thursday.
There is a normal timetable for students on Friday, 4th September

Mrs Ash – Assistant Headteacher KS5

On Tuesday 14th July we held a Charity Bake Sale in aid of Make a
Wish charity which was organised by Luke Ging, 7Beech (with a
little help from his Mum!). Luke felt it was really important for him
to raise money for this charity after they granted his wish to meet a
star from WWE. The bake sale raised in excess of £250 which will
go towards helping other young children have their wishes granted.

Year 6 into 7 Induction Evening 2015
Jeremy Turner, Executive Principal

The Year 6 into 7 Induction
Evening was a hugely positive
event for parents, carers and
many of our new Year 6
students who had been with us
earlier for their transition day at
Bushey Meads School.
Various key members of staff
spoke about the exciting
journey ahead at BMS with all
the exciting extra-curricular,
leadership and varied learning
opportunities that are part of
our wonderful school.

As usual, the students ‘stole the show’ and our
newly formed Year 7 Choir, Year 7 solo vocalist and
outstanding BMS Buddies, who have been key
players in the whole transition process, were a real
highlight of the evening.
Singing a song rehearsed for only 1 hour on the
recent whole school Enrichment Day and modelling
the school uniform and learning gateway, were just
some of the key things they shared with our
parents and carers and the new Year 7 students.
I would like to thank all the staff who made the
evening so successful but especially our key
Pastoral Leaders Ms Dhanecha and Mr Malik for all
the hard work and commitment.

Chris – Year 9 Cricket
Jenny Depper – KS3/KS4 Learning Mentor
Christopher (Year 9 Willow) plays his
cricket for Radlett Cricket club. He
has been playing since he was 10 and
during that time has become a very
good fast bowler playing for both the
U14 team and the fourth men’s 11.
He trains three times a week and
during the season will play in 20
games for the seniors and 15 games
for the U14s.
This season, Radlett U14 have
reached the semi-finals for the Herts County Cup and so far
Christopher has taken 11 wickets for the U14s. The club
awards trophies for each age group in bowling, batting and
‘most improved’ players. There are teams from U8 upwards
for both boys and girls up to U15s.
Approximately 290 young cricketers are involved in the club
and at the Awards evening on Sunday July
12th, Christopher won the trophy for the most improved
player of the year for U14 and the Jim Pickavant trophy for
the club’s Young Player of the Year. Christopher’s dream is
to be the next James Anderson and play for England.
Christopher has clearly begun his journey towards his
dream, well done.

S. Cooper – PE Teacher

Jeremy Turner, Executive Principal
Our annual transition day for Year 6 students coming to Bushey Meads in September was a huge success
and I would like to thank all the key staff involved in the organisation and smooth running of the day – in
particular our outstanding Pastoral Manager Ms Dhanecha and all the Teaching Assistants and TAPIs who
worked so hard throughout the event to ensure its success. Without exception all the Year 6 students had
a wonderful time and really loved all the activities arranged throughout the day – their smiles and the
images below tell the story.

Science Taster Lesson

Making Friends at Lunchtime

PE Taster Lesson

Sporting Activities

Building New Friendships

Enjoying the Sunshine

Guided tours of the school

Afternoon lesson activities

Miss Da Silva, English Teacher

A huge congratulations to all the students who took part in this year’s
Readathon.
Key Stage 3 students were asked to raise money by being sponsored
for reading. Each student had their own, personal, self-appointed
target. Some read lots, some read something challenging and some
read simply because it was for charity. Everyone did brilliantly and the
total raised is £381.30. This money will be spent to help seriously ill
children and their families, so thank you to everyone for their efforts.
Although all participants did wonderfully well and should all be
commended, there are a few special mentions. Firstly, to Jessica
Enevoldson (7 Beech) and Ellis Brown (8 Maple) for raising an amazing £100 and £90 respectively.
Secondly, a special mention to 7 Oak who, between them, raised nearly half of the total amount. Finally,
a big thank you to Victoria Woolmer (9 Beech) who not only participated herself but also, as English
Faculty Minister, spent a lot of time and effort organising, promoting and generally running the whole
event.
Well done Bushey Meads!

Mrs McIldowie and Mrs Biggerstaff

Year 12 work shadowing was a resounding success last week.
Students managed to secure placements within a wide range of
industries from Music Recording Studios to DIY superstores,
NHS hospitals and City Banks.
We were also very lucky to support some students in their
chosen field closer to home, offering them placements within
the Trust supporting staff at Little Reddings and at Bushey
Meads. Two students were keen to gain an understanding of
what it is like to work with young people on a one to one or
small group basis and we were able to organise for them to
shadow Mrs Mateides, our Intervention Manager and Mrs
Depper, our Key Stage 4 Mentor. They also interviewed a
counsellor from Hertfordshire Schools Counselling service.
One of our students was able to complete the university requirements for her
application to the degree course she is interested in, by shadowing at Little Reddings.
Comments from employers included:
‘Can I have a work experience person every week, this student has created a document we hope to be
able to use in school.’
‘I am really impressed with the two boys from your school their maturity and commitment is excellent.
We would like them to stay an extra day in order to experience all aspects of our business.’
‘Our work shadowing student was very polite and professional in all duties given; worked well with
colleagues and had a very positive attitude.’
Students have been offered jobs following their placements and found this introduction into the world of
work invaluable.

Years 10-13 will all be excited and anticipating the moment where they can open their results following
their hard work this year. Students can arrive at school at the times given below where refreshments will
be available. There will then be a short presentation which will be followed by the distribution of the
results.
Thursday 13th August: Sixth Form Study Centre
YEAR 13: Arrivals from 8:30

YEAR 12: Arrivals from 9:30

Thursday 20th August: School Gymnasium
YEAR 11: Arrivals from 9:30

YEAR 10: Arrivals from 1

8 Spanish
By Megan Sjollema - 8 Maple
Lunes
We arrived in Spain and went to our chalets which were nicer than I expected. After unpacking, we went swimming and then
we washed and dressed and had dinner, which was very different from what we have at home! At dinner we said ‘Gracias,
igualmente’ which means ‘Thank you, you too’ which you would use when someone wishes you a nice dinner. We then went to
bed as we were so tired!
Martes
We woke up at 7:00am Spanish time as we were going to spend the day in Barcelona. We went to Las Ramblas where we saw
real people acting as if they were statues. They only moved when people gave them coins! We
then went to La Boquería, a famous fruit,, cheese and fish market where I bought a lovely fruit
smoothie and we all completed a language challenge to do with the food that was sold there.
After that we had lunch in a park with stunning views and we then went to Pueblo Español
where we saw Spanish craftsmen at work. I saw glass blowing which was amazing to watch
despite the fact that was really hot. When we got back, we went swimming again with our
teachers and after dinner we had a Spanish language quiz which included questions about
what we had seen that day. The best thing was that the winners got prizes!

Miércoles
We woke up at 7:00am again and for breakfast we had churros and chocolate sauce which
are really popular in Spain. They were absolutely lovely. We then left for Nou Camp, the FC
Barcelona stadium which was massive and some of the seats were in different colours so it
made the words FC Barcelona. After lunch in the park, we went to the Sagrada Familia
Church designed by an architect called Antoni Gaudi and the stained glass windows were
really beautiful. What I liked best about La Sagrada Familia was that everything had a very
special reason for why it was made. We wore headphones so that we could listen to the
guide talking to us and we did interactive activities on a tablet which made the tour more
interesting. We then left to go to Park Guell which was also designed by Gaudi. It was an
amazing sight as the mosaics were so colourful. My favourite thing was the mosaic lizard
because it was hard to find, but once I did, it was worth the hunt! After Park Guell, we all got an ice cream and we had to
choose our flavour in Spanish! We then went home and went swimming. For dinner we had tapas which were really delicious
and we then had free time when we met people from another school.
Jueves
We spent the day in Aqualeon waterpark which was great fun. When we got back we had to
pack and to get our rooms all nice and tidy. Once we had
done that we had free time. For dinner, we had another
very typical Spanish dish, paella and afterwards, we had a
Latin America dance workshop. This was great fun as
everyone joined in and we all did the Salsa together!
Viernes
After breakfast we left the campsite and got onto the
coach. We went to the town centre and bought souvenirs
for ourselves and also for family. After town, we went back
to Vilanova Park for one last time to drop off
Estrella who runs Spanish Stars and who was really
kind and helpful. After saying our goodbyes to her, we left and went to the airport.
When we arrived in England, we collected our things and got onto our coach. We
listened to Spanish music all the way home! I was really upset that the trip was over
because I had such a great time. However, I am really looking forward to visiting Spain
again in year 10!
I really recommend this trip to future year 8s because it was amazing and I learnt a lot
and loads more.

Interhouse Debating Competition 2015 Result
E Pinkus

A huge thank you to all who took part – the students, the staff, the supporters. This was the first Bushey Meads
Inter-house Debating Competition and it was fantastic to be part of this high level of commitment and
participation.
Following the preliminary heats, the semi-final and final took place on Monday 13 July 2015 before a gathering of
approximately 100 students and staff.
The motion for the semi-final was This House would make
voting compulsory. There were four teams so this meant two
semi-final heats. Interestingly, in both cases, the opposition to
the motion was the victor, which meant that Ash and Beech
would go forward to the final. It was impressive to witness the
confidence of the speakers, the levels of research and the
ability to answer questions from the audience.
This House would ban the Monarchy was the final motion.
Ash was the proposing team; Beech the opposing. Certainly
the strength of feeling among the students was supportive of
the motion and Ash gave some very convincing arguments in
their discussions. They held that the monarchy is an outdated
establishment which has existed in its current form since the
10th century (excluding a time frame in the 17th century). Although the monarch plays a ceremonial role, this is an
out-dated tradition and the fact that it appears to have lost touch with the real lives of those in society surely
questions the need for the monarch to remain as figurehead. Furthermore, they are it is a costly extravagance.
Beech, however, emphasised that the monarchy is a source of national pride and encourages national loyalty. It is a
magnet for tourism and even though it is a costly institution, revenue
received from tourism more than compensates, suggesting that it is in
fact value for money. An elected leader will change after defined
periods of time whereas the Monarchy remains constant. Surely it is
national icon which cannot be replaced by any other politician or
personality.
Questions were asked, challenges were made and both Ash and
Beech defended their positions with confidence. At this point, praise
must be given to year 7 Ryan who chaired the final in a most
professional manner and ensured that courtesy, integrity and
timekeeping were maintained. It was then left to the judges to decide
which of these two strong teams would win the title of Bushey Meads
Inter-house debating champions 2015. The decision was difficult, the
gap between was narrow but a winner was announced: Beech.

Beech House is the declared winner of the Bushey Meads Inter-house Debating Challenge. Well done to Head of
House, Miss Ward, and to the team, Leon,Keerie, Sabrina, Dinujha and Sam.
I do hope that many of the student debaters will join our societies in September, together with numerous audience
members who asked such challenging questions. Look out for our first September debate: This House would lower
the pay of footballers.
I, together with the debating teams, wish you all an enjoyable summer break.

Year 11 Leavers Prom
Wednesday 24th June 2015

This year’s prom took place at The Noke Thistle
Hotel in St. Albans. Staff and family watched
proudly as the students made their grand
entrances. There were vintage cars, limos, and a
Ferrari ensuring the students arrived to the event
in style.
Guests were given the red carpet treatment on
arrival and whilst the girls looked amazing in
their dresses and high heels, the boys also didn’t
disappoint and had scrubbed up well in their
suits.
After several photographs followed by some icecream and candy floss, all of the students partied
the night away on a packed dance floor.
The evening was a huge success and not only the
perfect way to celebrate the students’ last five
years at Bushey Meads but also an opportunity
to say goodbye to those who are sadly not
returning to our Sixth form.

www.northlondonkravmaga.co.uk
Facebook- North London Krav Maga

All the photos can be viewed at:
http://digitalhead.photoshelter.com/gallery/School-Prom-2015/G0000TSbopQRfFfQ/

Following the final count up of all the results the standings are as follows:
1
2

BEECH
SYCAMORE

5618
5587

3

ASH

5539

4

OAK

5453

5

MAPLE

5380

6

WILLOW

5336

7

ELM

5311

Congratulations to Beech House for winning the House Cup for the very first time!

BEECH
ASH

HOUSE POINTS 2014-2015
5650
5600
5550
5500
5450
5400
5350
5300
5250
5200
5150
ASH

BEECH

ELM

MAPLE

OAK

SYCAMORE WILLOW

