Bushey Meads NeWs ez 15 may 2015

e to Ach,e
NN ©
e . YAV IS A
Important Memories! R
A ". ’ "'i
. . y . DT80 Mgk
| would like to thank Koulla Fisher, our efficient Exams Officer and key -‘QD "“ d 3
member of the Associate Staff for all her hard work during this busy L) ii@:‘;. \.("
season, a time during which she has organised all the recent school E"'Qéﬂ“!ge
photos for students, staff, Governors and Trustees. .“?;"J:%O’t."

On Monday of this week we saw the all important year group photos
take place for our youngest students in the school (Year 7) and two
of our crucial end of key stage cohorts - Year 11 and 13.

/ Dates for \
The photos I'm sure will provide some lasting memories for years
to come of peer group friendships and all the committed staff who the dia ry
have taught them and nurtured their development over the years.

e . ) 4 May - Bank Holiday
The photo shows our lovely Year 7s waiting in position for the final

photo shoot! 5 May

AS Drama Mock Performance

6 May

Y10 PIXL Conference

Y12 AS French Oral exam

Y12 Innovation Challenge exam
Y8 African Enrichment morning

7 May

GCSE Art Exam

Y12 AS PE moderation
Y12 AS Spanish Oral exam

8 May

Y10 Bronze D of E Practical
Expedition

Y13 Spanish Oral exams

What was superb was that the photographic company said that
the students at BMS were some of the most well behaved and
polite students they had worked with from the hundreds of
schools they have visited over recent years.

Mr Turner
Executive Principal
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Niven — 7 EIm

This week's student of the week for Key Stage 3 is
Niven, who has been nominated by the Key Stage 3
Pastoral Manager, Miss Dhanecha. During our last
INSET day Niven spent the day reading with pupils in
the Nursery at Merry Hill Infant School. He played
football with the Reception children and helped the
teachers with some displays around the school. Niven
also supported the children in Year 2 withaD & T
project in the afternoon. Niven has been nominated
because of his excellent contribution to the wider
community. It was nice to see he did this with a
former student of the week, Lucy Newman. Well done
Niven! Your contribution at Merry Hill School was
invaluable and we are very proud of you

Zak - 10 EIm

Zak is this week's KS4 student of the week. Zak
attended Twilight Zone Engineering as part of the Year
10 work shadowing event. The company offer tech
support for Apple Products and Zak really enjoyed his
time with them learning about how a successful
business runs. Zak received some positive feedback
from the staff there on his smart appearance, excellent
attitude and professional conduct. Well done Zak.

James 13Maple

Our KS5 student of the week this week is James who is
currently in Year 13. He has been awarded this for his
outstanding attitude to learning scores, excellent

effort in all his lessons and for his positive attitude.
James is currently studying Further Maths, Maths,
Law and Physics.




Current house points totals:

Y7 Receptionist of the Term

By Mirs Biggerstaff and Mrs Nealon

Our Y7 receptionists all do an invaluable job and we would be
lost without them volunteering to assist us.

However, some students go the extra mile and stand out
amongst their peers as exceptional.

Pilar, who was one of our receptionists on Thursday 2" April,
has been identified as that special student for the second half
of the Spring term and in recognition has been awarded 15
achievements points and a certificate of acknowledgement.

A big thank you goes out to Pilar and all our Y7 receptionists
from Mrs Biggerstaff and Mrs Nealon.

House Points Update
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Benjamin’s Book Review

Inissue 25 of BMS News, Ms Morawska recommended some interesting books for students
to read over the Easter holidays. One such book was ‘The Graveyard Book’ by Neil Gaiman,
the blurb of which fascinated Benjamin Garrett so much that he had to not only read it but
also review it!

Book Review- The Graveyard Book NEIL (GA lN\A’;ﬁ‘

By Benjamin, 8Beech The
GI‘J'\ (Jvlarcf
Book |

The Graveyard Book is by Neil Gaiman and is set in Edinburgh,
in a graveyard. The basic plot of the story is that a boy’s
parents are murdered and heis raised in a graveyard. Dangers
lurk around the corner as the murder wants to finish the job
he started.

| like this book because it is very clever with its vocabulary as
the whole way through | could paint a picture of what the
setting and the characters are like, which is very hard to do. &
Also, | think the plot is interesting as it never gets boring and S

you want to read on to see how different elements of the

story unwind. The only thing that | could fault with the book is a few of the characters. | felt
that they could have done with some fine tuning, such as the character of Mrs Owens, which
sort of didn’t appear in the rest of the book which didn’t make sense at all as she was quite
a main character in the story. Despite that element in the story some of the characters were
very good such as Silas, as he fitted in perfectly to the storyline and he has a very interesting
personality throughout the book which | really liked because it makes the character have a
hidden side to him, which Silas has.

On the whole, | think that this is a great book and has a brilliant storyline and a round of
applause to Neil Gaiman for pulling it off!

Well done Ben —an excellent review!
Are you enticed enough to read The Graveyard Book? Or another book? Send your book

reviews to Ms Morawska and the most interesting one will be published in a future
newsletter.


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=the+graveyard+book&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.felixwhelan.com/the-graveyard-book-read-live-in-its-entirety-by-neil-gaiman/&ei=CiA-VazBOobuaJiogOAC&bvm=bv.91665533,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHN8M6jczoSpe_uaE2ZWVQ8KK3yew&ust=1430221185844002

SAM Learning - Boosting Student Achievement!

By Mr Arnold — Assistant Headteacher KS4

Over the course of this academic year, students in Key Stages 3 and 4 have been locked in feverish
academic online battles.

SAM Learning is an award-winning online learning service that provides

revision and exam practice across the subject range. By providing a range of

interactive activities and animated games designed to harness students’

Learnlng comp-etitiv.e nature and en.C(.)urage them to cfhallenge their classmates, SAM
Learning aims to make revision more appealing and fun.

By opening up an exciting new interactive world where students have to race
their avatar around a series of competitive challenges SAM Learning is helping
to raise the attainment of all those Bushey Meads students who log on
regularly.

One of those students, and the top points scorer in Year 7 with an incredible
49,121 points, is Marvin, who says:

“What | like about SAM Learning is that you can learn a lot from it and there
are many different subjects and tests that you can do to check your level and
progress. | also like the competitive part of it. My tips for other students is that you should try and do it at
least one hour a week. | tend to go on SAM Learning at lunchtimes in the library, but mostly at home at
the weekend. | use SAM Learning mostly for Science and Maths because | want to be an Engineer when
I’m older.”

Well done, Marvin, and keep fighting those online academic battles — you will soon be smashing your end
of year target levels!

Theme of the Week — Responsibility

By Mr Arnold — Assistant Headteacher KS4

Year 11 GCSE examinations are only a matter of days away and Year 10 students also face a number of
important Science GCSE tests.

With this important period very much in mind, Mr Allen led the Key Stage 4 Assembly on Tuesday and
spoke to the students about how it is their “responsibility” to approach these examinations with
confidence. Mr Allen began by exploring the concept of “fear” and how and why this feeling evolved
before establishing that “fear” is nothing more than an obstacle that stands in the way of progress.

With the help of BBC Bitesize and Head Boy, Jamie Finch, and Head Girl, Sophia Demetriou, ably
supported by their deputies, Mr Allen passed on some tips about how to reduce stress and discussed

strategies that students can use to regain control over the revision process if they are feeling fearful.

The students listened intently and | am sure they will approach their exams with even greater confidence.



Maximising achievement

By Mr Arnold — Assistant Headteacher — In charge of student progress

Preparations for the A level and GCSE exams are well underway and all students and staff at Bushey
Meads School are working incredibly hard to make the most of every opportunity to achieve the very best
grades in the GCSE and A level examinations taking place over the next two months. The Easter revision
sessions were very well attended and students continue to access the after school and lunchtime revision
sessions where needed.

Research shows one of the best ways to increase student achievement is for students to continue to
access as many lessons as possible over the exam period.

This year, Bushey Meads School is making modifications to each Year 11, 12 and 13 student’s existing
timetable that will see everyone provided with expert subject teaching and revision preparation sessions
before each formal exam throughout the examination season.

By creating tailored timetables we believe that much of the out-of-school revision pressure will be
relieved and every student's potential will be unlocked with fantastic results awaiting this August.

As such, Year 11, 12 and 13 students will be expected to attend school throughout the examination
season until their final exam has taken place. Students have been issued with their personalised
timetables which take effect from Monday 11th May.

Key Stage 3 End of Year Examinations

In May and June, students in years 7, 8 and 9 will be sitting end of year examinations. These examinations are
important for a number of reasons including:

They allow students to demonstrate what they have learnt and give them the opportunity to reach target
levels

They are an important opportunity for students to experience terminal examinations and revision which will
benefit them when they undertake public examinations from Year 10 onwards.

Students will be sitting their exams during a specially organised “exam week”. The core subjects of English, Maths
and Science will hold their exams in a formal examination setting, providing students with a taste of the real
thing. Other subjects’ examinations will mostly be conducted in classrooms.

Subject teachers will be explaining the importance of the end of year exams to their students and providing details
of what content should be covered for revision. Assemblies and activities in form time will outline effective revision

strategies to assist students.

The dates for the exam weeks are as follows:

Year Group Exam Week
7 Monday 18" May
8 Monday 18™ May
9 Monday 1% June




The Junior Debating Society: Wed 29 April 2015

By Mrs E Pinkus

This House Would Ban Gambling

Should gambling be banned? After all, it could lead to depression, violent
behaviour and desperation. Furthermore it reflects a greed in individuals who
are looking for a ‘get rich quick’ solution. What happens when the losses
outweigh the gains? These were the arguments put forward by year 7 students
Marvin and Lakshaa.

Kenneth Freeman (year 7) argued forcibly that to ban gambling would have
detrimental effects on the economy and force gambling underground. Far
better to regulate it within a legal system. He remonstrated further that to ban gambling would be to
deny our human rights to freedom, which is something against which we must all be opposed. His
partner, Shubanghi stressed that individuals must exercise that right but take responsibility for their
decisions. Her rebuttal of Marvin’s points gave further weight to the opposition’s argument.

Chaired by George (year 7) the debate soon came to a close after the many questions put forward from
the audience and between the two teams. At the start of the debate, a straw poll had shown that
attendees were evenly placed on the motion. At the end, the majority voted against it, having been
persuaded by the opposition Kenneth and Subanghi.

As such, Bushey Meads Junior Debating Society concluded that: THIS HOUSE WOULD NOT BAN
GAMBLING.

Well done to our speakers and thank you to our attendees. Do look out for our next debate.

Introducing our New SENCo

Lisa Pochetty — Assistant SENco

We are delighted to introduce Kerry Williams.

Kerry will start at Bushey Meads after half term. On
Sunday 26th April she run the London Marathon. She
achieved a very good time, 2 minutes faster than Michael
Owen!

The Learning Support Department and our students are
very much looking forward to working with Kerry.




High Achiever Awards — second half of Spring Term

Students at Bushey Meads School continue to aim high and, supported by the excellent teaching and learning
across the curriculum, really do aspire to achieve on a daily basis. On many levels this culture of aspiration and
achievement is recognised within and across our student body.

Building on this culture of success, parents and carers will be aware from information in last term’s
newsletters, that this year the school has introduced a special new award for students called a High Achiever
Award.

Throughout the year, every half term, each faculty is asked to nominate one student from each year group to
receive a High Achiever Award based on the student’s work, effort, attitude and achievements made
throughout the previous half term.

Each student who receives a High Achiever Award will have their name published in the weekly newsletter,
and a copy of their certificate displayed on High Achiever noticeboards which are placed in prominent places
around the school site. They will also will receive a letter of recognition from the school and their certificate
is posted home to their parents.

| am delighted that the following students all received a High Achiever Award for their work during the last
half term. We congratulate them all for their recent success.

COMPUTING AND FUTURE SKILLS

Jessica Wood 07B Very creative and consistent hard work in lessons and at home
Emily Houghton-Brown 08W Consistent hard work both in lessons and at home

Victoria Woolmer 09B Consistent hard work and excellent programming

Elin Bonyadi 10S  Outstanding GCSE theory work and fabulous attitude to learning
Daniel Champion 11E Consistent hard work and good attitude to learning

Keshava Krishna-Das 12M Commitment to working hard and excellent attitude to learning
Dominic Sumpter 13A  Working hard and showing commitment and determination

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Henry Stewart 08B Excellent practical ability and confidence to share with others
Leon Leach 09S Excellent designing and making skills and support of others
Tracy Fernandes 10B  Awesome circuit designing skills

Cydney Barber 11W Highly talented cooking and presentation skills

Lucas Hewerdine 12A Great attitude to develop a high quality prototype

Vasil Stefanov 130 Excellent quality of making in his design and make project

Zak Kassapian 07A Consistent effort and contribution to class discussion

Sadig Kazmi 0O8A Taking great pride in his work and going extra mile with homework
Ella Ward 09S Consistent hard work

Kimeera Naidoo 10B  Always going above and beyond and doing more than asked
Deborah Gosden 11E For consistent hard work in class & fabulous homework essays
Alexandra Lazarou 12B  For producing outstanding coursework in very quick time

Ladan Hersi 130 For consistent efforts and making real improvements over time



Elisa Reci 07W Sustained excellent attitude and progress in Geography
Cormac Coyle 08A Positive attitude and willingness to work hard in History
Prananv Lakhani 09A Commitment to improving his work in R.E.

Neil Shah 10S  Excellent attitude in Geography and in taking on board feedback
Louis Smart 11A Superb attitude and dedication in History

Kai Morris 120 Excellent attitude and effort in Philosophy and Ethics

Luke De-Venny 13B  Excellent attitude and effort in Geography

LEARNING SUPPORT

Kyra Lumbus 07S  Always makes a positive contribution

Sam Beaven 08M Consistent hard work both in lessons and at home
Oliver Littlechild 09A Wonderful attitude to learning, consistently perseveres
Meesha Kanani 10M Consistent hard work

Bradley Nunn 11A  Working hard and committed to doing well in exams

Jack James 070 Always leading by example and a fantastic role model to the class
Ayisha Rashid 08A Excellent leadership qualities when working in pairs and in groups
Maya Parmar 09B Leading by example and being a fantastic role model to the class
Shannon Richardson 10E Excellent leadership qualities and an excellent attitude to learning
Amara Francis 11B Leading by example in revision and prep towards review tests
Abbie Nicholls 12M Excellent leadership and commitment at Maths Surgery

Joe Yelland 130 Taking leadership role and supporting others with oral contributions

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Luke Ging 07B For always going the extra mile

Alice Johnson 08A Helpful, enthusiastic, an all-round excellent student
Lee Keogh 09E  For enthusiasm and continuous hard work

Sam Farman 100 For excellent oral assessment effort and achievement
Olivia Vincent 11E  For consistent hard work and excellent focus in Spanish
Karuna Davies 12B  For determination with grammar!

Melisa Kortach 13S  Consistent effort with speaking work

PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS

Jessica Enevoldson 07B Sustained concentration and excellent work in Art

Marie Hofer Tillyer 080 Wonderful organisation and effort in directing West Side Story
Curtis Meale 09M For his commitment and leadership skills in Drama

Ella Villiers 10A Invention of the 'Shatner School of Acting ' improvisation game
Kate Sherwood 110 For her recent improvement in Art

Michelle Furer 120 For her excellent work ethic and giving 100% to her studies

Aimee Stein 13M Consistent hard work and effort in Drama



PE AND HEALTH

Anais-Taylor Wells-Harbin 070

Brayan Francis 08M
Curtis Meale 09M
Sam Farman 100
Charley Stewart 11S
Michael Sturgess 12A
Piow Khumsap 13E

Commitment to extra curricular and effort/attitude in lessons
Fantastic attitude and work ethic in Dance & Sport Education
Sets a good example in class especially in Sports Leadership
Excellent attitude in core, GCSE PE and SPL

Excellent Sports Leader and Role Model

Excellent level of work in AS PE

Excellent attitude towards all aspect sof the course.

SCIENCE

Tom Clarke 070
Rafi lzhar 08E
Katrina Phillimore 09E
Ben Lawson 10A
Danyaal Malik 110
Rachel Weinstein 12M
Christopher Gibbs 13M

Dedication to scientific investigation

Enthusiastic and inquisitive approach to Science

Consistently high levels of effort and focus in Science
Consistently high levels of effort and focus in Science
Consistently high levels of effort and focus in Science
Excellent progress in the quality of her scientific explanations
Commitment and dedication to his Biology studies

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Kimeera Naidoo 10B
Kristy Turnley 11W
Joshua Hardy 120
Daniel Southey 13S

Working two grades above target due to excellent work ethic
For making a determined effort and commitment in Business Studies
Demonstrating a resilient attitude towards improving in Psychology
For his excellent PPE Law result

‘

TEM

Nicola Hauff 07S
Cormac Coyle 08A
Max Sheehan 09A
Vamsi Dyjecinski 10W
Bliss Mason 110
Ben Nunes 12B

Charlie Baker 13w

Consistently working above her target grade

Enthusiasm for STEM events

Excellent contribution to STEM events

Leadership of winning problem solving team

Dedication and commitment to her GCSE revision in STEM

Achieved a Gold in the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge

Consistent hard work and excellent attitude to learning



NEW STAFF - Profile on ......

MISS RACHAEL COOMBS, Finance Manager

This term we welcome Miss Rachael Coombs who joins us as Finance
Manager. Miss Coombs previously worked at Links AP Academy for nine
years in a similar role and has managed facility departments so joins us with
lots of experience which she will be applying to her new role here, working
for the Bushey St James Trust.

When | asked her about hobbies and interests she said that any spare time she
has she enjoys spending with her children as first priority, and then if there is any time left reading and
gardening for leisure.

This is Miss Coombs’ second week on board with us and already she says she feels very settled in the
Bushey Meads community and finds all the staff she has met so far very welcoming and friendly. She says
she is looking forward to the exciting developments planned for the Trust. We all wish her every success.

Powerful Key Stage

._J ~—— |

Assemblies

Jeremy Turner - Executive Principal

Key Stage Assemblies this week have been focused on the
forthcoming exams for KS4 and 5 students and it was inspiring
to listen to our committed and hard working Pastoral Manager,
Mr Allen, reminding the Key Stage 4 students on Tuesday
morning of this crucial time in their education.

What was powerful was the contribution that Ben, Carly, Sophia and Jamie made to the assembly - sharing their
experiences of how they approached this milestone. Superb tips on how to revise effectively, stay healthy, avoid
distractions and achieve the very best results possible were shared

by our Deputy Head and Head Students

Information was also given out about an exciting Charity Fund
Raising and Awareness Day focused on the plight of Child Soldiers
around the world, which is coming up soon in our school.

Our
student
leaders
continue to
have a key
and
prominent
role in the
life of our
learning community and | would like to thank them once
again for all they do.




Year 11 Leavers Prom
Wednesday 24th June 2015

This year’s prom will take place at The Noke Thistle Hotel in St. Albans on Wednesday

24" june 2015: 7.30pm — 10.30pm. The price will be £30.00 per person. However,
every student invited will have the opportunity to earn £15.00 off the cost of their
ticket. Students will be issued with a Prom Card, as designed by Luke 11 Sycamore
(shown below) where they can collect stickers from their teachers by attending after
school and Saturday study sessions. Students will need to attend at least 20 sessions
to qualify for the 50% discount.

BUSHEY MEADS SCHOOL

PROM CARD

Name:
Form:
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Last year the Noke Thistle Hotel staff commented that Bushey Meads were the best
behaved school they have ever hosted and | hope this can be repeated this year. In
the past the evening has been a huge success and not only the perfect way to
celebrate the students’ last five years at Bushey Meads and the end of exams but
also an opportunity to say goodbye to those who are sadly not returning to our Sixth
form.




