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YEAR 9 SUCCESS:  
70 STUDENTS SELECTED FOR 

PUBLICATION 
 
Following our entry to the Spine-Chillers mini saga competition, we recently 
received the exciting news that an impressive 70 students have been 
selected for publication in the anthology Spine-Chillers - The Spooky 
South. 
 

Year 9 student Ben Garrett, reports: 
 
This was great news for English classes in Year 9. Lots of us found 
out that our competition entries had been chosen for publication. 
The task consisted of writing a 100 word Spine-Chiller containing 
Gothic elements. This linked very well with the Gothic Literature 
Unit we were completing and the whole year group were invited 
to take part. All the Year 9 students in Bushey Meads should be 
very proud of their work - the book will be seen all over the 
country and students can buy a copy as a keepsake of their 
achievement. 
 
Students 'were selected for publication based on imagination, 
perception, expression and use of creative language' - so having 
so many students picked out from thousands of entries across the 
U.K. is fantastic. 
 
The anthology will be in print by the end of May - so expect to see 
a copy proudly on display in our library soon after. 
 
Ms Court – Head of English faculty 

 
 

14th – 18th March 
Health and Fitness week 
 

15th March  
Raising  Achievement evening 6.30-7.30 

Y8 Parents Meeting re French Trip 6-7 pm 
Y11 Raising Achievement  Evening  6.30 
 

16th March  
Y12 UCAS convention 
Y9 Options Evening 6.30-8.30 
Y9 Emerging Schools County Netball Day 
Governors Meeting 
 

17th March 
Y7-10 Rotary Technology Tournament 
Y9/13 Apprentices Trip 
Y9/10 French conference  
BSJT Board Meeting 
 

18th March 
Y9 Move It Dance Exhibition 
 

19th March 
Y8/9 Mock Trial Competition 
 

21st March  
Y11 PPE Drama Performance 
 

22 March  
Y8 Parents Evening 
 

Monday 11th April – Staff Development 
Morning 
Please note that students are expected to arrive at 
school by 10:45 a.m. ready to register in the form 
tutor groups at 11:a.m. Lesson 3 will start at 11:20 
with the remainder of the day running as normal. 
School buses will be arriving at school for 10:45 a.m. 

 

Year 9 students with their Young Writers certificates 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K
E

Y
 S

T
A

G
E

 4
 

 

K
E

Y
 S

T
A

G
E

 5
 

 

K
E

Y
 S

T
A

G
E

 3
 

 

Elin – 11Sycamore 
 

This week's student of the week has been 
nominated by the Senior Pastoral Manager, Miss 
Dhanecha.  Elin has achieved the most reward 
points since the beginning of September.  Elin has 
achieved points for excellent work across many of 
her subjects, 100% attendance and excellent 
behaviour. Elin has always been a polite, well-
mannered girl and I am confident that she will 
achieve at the highest level by the end of her GCSE 
exams. Keep shining Elin, you truly are a Bushey 
Meads star!  

Vinal- 9 Oak 
 

This weeks Key Stage 3 student of the week is Vinal 
for his outstanding attitude and enthusiastic 
approach to school life.  Vinal has a staggering 150 
achievement points and no behaviour points. Vinal 
tries his best in all his lessons and is hardworking, 
polite and helpful.  His commitment to his education 
is reflected in his high ATL's and achievement points. 
We are very proud of you and are confident that you 
will achieve your potential provided you continue on 
this positive path. Keep it up! 

Noah  - 12Willow 
 
Our KS5 student of the week is Noah who is in 
year 12. He has been given the award for his 
dedication to his studies with an excellent 
attendance record and a commitment to studying 
every evening after school in the Sixth Form study 
centre. Noah is currently studying further maths, 
ICT, mathematics and physics and recently 
received a High Achiever award from maths for 
achieving an impressive 100% in his Pre Public 
Examination. 
 



 

 

Danielle Bowe - Lead Practitioner for English and Whole school Literacy 

 

Language is empowering 
 
This week we have been considering what it means to be philanthropic with our WOW ‘philanthropy’. 
This ties in quite nicely with a series of fund raising events being run by the ‘It’s So Last Era’ history 
magazine group who are raising funds for their fantastic publication. Watch out for the beard shaving 
and bake sale - not happening, thankfully, at the same time 

Student Requests to Bring in Kindles to BMS 

Mrs Ash – Assistant Headteacher KS5 
 

With our continued focus on literacy and reading at BMS, a number of students have 
asked whether or not they can bring in Kindles or other similar electronic learning 
devices to use in reading lessons or other appropriate situations.  
 
The simple answer is yes as long as the student takes full responsibility for looking 
after the device at all times and ensures it is kept safe. 
 
Needless to say, all electronic devices should always be used appropriately and 

only for supporting learning.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

EU Referendum Debate 
By Maya Parmar and Vinija Thirucumaran (10B)  

 
To coincide with the well-known EU Referendum that will be 
held on 23rd June this year, we had our very own debate 
between the year 10 Business Studies class and the year 10 
Economics class on Tuesday 23 February. The discussion 
focused on whether the UK should stay in the EU or leave. 
Many articulate speakers took part in this debate to express 
their views for the contemporary matter.  Leon Hirsh and 
Nathaniel Haley represented the Economics class, and spoke 
passionately against leaving the EU. Opposing them were Tom 
Lake and George Whitman, representing the Business Studies 
class, with further contributions from Erikson Reci and Jaedon 
Adolphe. In her role of chairperson, Emily Parkhouse 

maintained excellent order and encouraged the audience to fire questions at both pairs of speakers. It was finally 
held by the majority vote of those present that the UK should stay in the EU.  
 
If you would like to view the clips of our great speakers in this debate, please click the links below: 
 
Leon’s Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXGCooEWj30 
 
Tom’s Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7i6yVMfTZY 
 
 
 

YEAR 9 Option Choices 
Mrs McIldowie - Head of Work Related Learning 
 

In order to support our year 9 students in making the best option choices 
for themselves they have been working on a programme in their 
tutorials called Which Way Now. Next week they will all have the 
opportunity to go online and complete a personality profile and job 
search during one of their IT lessons. 
 
All students have to think about the subjects they are good at and also 
what skills they need to move in to 6th form, college or an apprenticeship 
in the future. 
 
I have been into all the tutorials and spoken to our students about their 
choices and offered them the opportunity of a one to one meeting with 
either myself and my colleagues or a Connexions Advisor. 
 
If any parent feels that their child would benefit from this and the child has not yet had a meeting please call me 
and I will be happy to set one up. 
 
I will also be available at options evening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXGCooEWj30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7i6yVMfTZY


 
 

Diana McIldowie, Head of Work Related Learning 
 

We were delighted this week to have a visit from one of the UK’s 
largest employers of apprentices. 
 

The four staff who came from the local Bushey sub-station spoke to 
a number of students from years 11, 12 and 13 about the fantastic 
opportunities within National Grid. Two of them were ex Bushey 
Meads students - Manager Martin Allen who left 33 years ago and 
Engineer Frank Colligan who left 10 years ago and immediately 

joined the apprenticeship 
scheme with National Grid. 

 

For anyone looking for an opportunity to earn while they learn, there 
are vacancies starting in September 2016. Those aged 16 with 5 GCSE’s 
grade A to C will earn a starting salary of just under £16,000 and study 
towards an NVQ level 3 or for  A’ level students they can start at 
£23,000 and gain a fully funded degree in Engineering. 
 

Anyone wanting further information should contact Mrs McIldowie or 
log on to the National Grid website. www.nationalgridcareers.com  
 
 

Mr Besisira – IT teacher 
In Computing Faculty we look at those students who have performed 
really well and accumulated the most amount of reward points in  a half 
term.  The top male and female student in each year group are presented 
with an E-Award Certificate and customised BMS USB stick.  Students will 
also have their names in the Computing Hall of Fame (outside F5). Below 
are the successful students who collected the most reward points in 
computing last half term: 
 
Year 7 – Zara Naghibi 7O, Rushil Puspasen 7M 
Year 8 – James Demir 8W, La’Raib 8B 
Year 9 – Cormac Coyle 9A, Alexandra Fountain 9S 

              Year 10 – Aaron McMahon 10O, Vinija Thirucumaran10E 
Year 11 – Kimeera Naidoo 11B, Michael Freeman 11S 
Year 12 – Oliver Paul, 12S, Luke Clarke 12S 
Year 13 – Lucas Hewerdine 13A, Lauren Wilkinson 13B 
 
Well done to our new Computing Hall of Famers.  Watch this space for next half terms winner. 

 

SPORT RELIEF – Friday 18th March 
 

The annual Fun Run is being held on Friday 18th March to coincide with Sports Relief. 
Students may wear their own clothes (sportswear) that day if they pay £2 towards the 
charity collection.  
 
Students should pay their £2 to the Year 10 Sports Leaders who will be collecting the 
money during form tutor times. 

 

http://www.nationalgridcareers.com/


Mr Arnold – Assistant Headteacher KS4 
 
 

Year 11 students are working very hard as the 
examination season approaches. Revision is well 
underway and students are feeling confident as 
they prepare revision timetables and employ 
various revision techniques to their studies.  
 
Bushey Meads’ staff are also pulling out all the 
stops to provide as many opportunities as possible 
for students to realise their potential.  
 
The comprehensive programme of lunchtime and after school revision sessions in every subject is being very well 
attended with the 6th form mentoring programme in maths going particularly well.  
 
Past papers are available in the LRC every Wednesday lunchtime with support and advice available for students.   
 
Year 11 tutor groups have been reorganised to provide even more time for students to revise English, maths and 
science and a Rising Stars mentoring programme has been launched to support a large number of targeted Year 
11 students in exceeding their ambitious targets. 
 
Following on from the hugely successful February half term revision session, is an even more comprehensive 
programme of Easter holiday revision sessions in school.  A letter has been distributed and details posted on the 
school’s website. A wide range of subjects including, of course, English and maths will run sessions on most days 
over the holiday.   
 
To help focus attention on the important revision taking place over Easter, there will be a Year 11 parents, carers 
and students’ raising achievement information evening in the school Hall on 15th March from 6.30pm.  Resources 
and advice on how to make the most of revision will be provided along with tips from the leaders of English, 
maths and science. Refreshments will be available from 6pm in the school restaurant.  
 
To encourage all Year 11 students to engage with these amazing opportunities, a “Passport to the Prom” scheme 
has been launched.  Students receive gold stars in the form of stickers for every initiative they engage with.  For 
instance, attendance at a lunchtime or after school session or completion of a full past paper is worth 1 gold star 
whilst attendance at holiday sessions are worth 2 stars. 
 

Students who complete their passports qualify for a 50% reduction in 
the cost of a Prom ticket and will be entered into a grand prize.  The 
Year 11 Prom promises to be the social event of the year and will be 
held on 27th June.  The Prom provides the Year 11 students with the 
promise of an amazing social experience with all their friends, 
something to look forward to after all their hard work between now 
and the end of the exam season. 
 
I am sure that with students and staff working so hard and with 
students attending all available revision sessions, that the results on 
25th August will be some of the best results Bushey Meads has ever 

had! 
 

Good luck to everyone! 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Experienced Headteacher Visits BMS 
Mr Turner, Executive Principal 
 
It was a real privilege to welcome Spencer Lewis, the Headteacher of Yavneh College in Borehamwood, to Bushey 
Meads School on Thursday of this week. He was particularly interested in the work that we do across our innovative 
Multi Academy Trust to support the learning and progress of students at both Bushey Meads and Little Reddings 
Primary School. 
 
As an experienced Headteacher, now on his second Headship, it was good to share ideas and strategies employed 
across both our learning communities. On a tour of the school he was clearly 
impressed with the teaching and learning and  
focus of the students in all classrooms. He was  
also very interested in our curriculum design and the impact it 
has had on increasing choice and diversity. What impressed 
him was the numbers of students choosing various options at 
both GCSE and Post 16 level. 
 
Pictured here with Lily (one of our experienced Student 
Learning Consultants) he was listening to her detailed 
explanation of her work in Graphic Products and the 
technology involved in this exciting GCSE option choice. 
 
 
 
 

Celebrations in the LRC 
Mr Back – LRC Manager 

 
On Thursday 3rd March so many pupils visited the LRC to celebrate World Book 
Day.   
 
The event was launched by Ms. Morawska, who started the proceedings off by 
reading from one of her favourite books, Adrian Mole Aged 13¾, it was truly a 
fantastic start to our celebrations on World Book Day here at Bushey Meads 
School.  
 
Many Thanks to the 10 teaching staff, 

who in 5 minute slots during break and 
lunchtime, came into the LRC to read extracts 

from their own favourite books covering a vast range of genres. 
 

Thank-you also to all the 
pupils who took part and to 
all those who came along to 
join in the celebrations. A 
very special Thank-you to Charlie 
Mainwaring 7E who closed our celebrations by reading one of his own 
pieces of literature entitled: “The Afterlife”.    
 

 
 

 



 
 

Stoke Mandeville Junior Sports Camp 

Saturday 27th February 
Mrs Day – Team Leader (TAPIs) 
 
How exciting! On Saturday 27th February a team of students and staff made an early 
start and set off from school to take part in the twenty-first Junior Sports Camp at 
Stoke Mandeville. 

The activities included wheelchair basketball 
(which is always a great favourite), table tennis, 
pistol and rifle shooting, archery and golf. 
Students had the chance to participate in all the 
sessions and received tuition and tips from the 
coaching experts. There were some hard fought 
games on the table tennis tables and a friendly 
competitive spirit as students and staff took part 
in a BMS shooting range contest. 
 

 
It was a fantastic opportunity to meet up with some familiar faces - competitors and coaches - who attend the 
residential National Junior Games.  
 
The wheelchair basketball sessions began with warm-up activities followed by some passionate and energetic 
games in which all our students excelled. Ellie and Abderrahim were both highlighted as having potential to join 
and train at club level. 
 
We all hugely enjoyed yet another super day – thank you to all our wonderful students for their enthusiasm and 
sporting expertise and thank you to all our lovely staff for supporting! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students: Callum, Abderrahim, Jack, Parag, Matt, Sarthak, Kai, Ben, Tristian, Grace, Megan, Ellie, Nicola and Hannah 



 

 

 

 

 

                   F1 in schools 
Mr Chalkley – Head of Design and Technology  

 
At the regional finals of the F1 in Schools competition held at Chelsea FC, Bushey 
Meads' Team Spektrum battled hard against 20 other schools from the south 
east of England.  
 
Following months of hard work and practise, 
the students had to present to various panels 
of judges and engineers to show their 
knowledge of design, engineering and 

aerodynamics. They also raced the car on a 
20m track, achieving a time of 1.38 seconds. 

 
Although we didn't make the podium this year, 
the students did themselves proud and represented the school in the best way 
possible. 
 
Well done Team Spektrum! 
 

 
 
 

 

Miss Rowden – Dance teacher 
 

On the week commencing March 1st 2016, three Year 10 
students joined Miss Rowden in Dance for their work 
experience; Megan Lawrie, Ellie Richardson and Abigail 
O’Reilly. They were keen and eager to learn what life is like 
on the other side of the classroom.  
 
The students assisted with all KS3 classes, providing 
outstanding 
support to all 
students, helping 
them to prepare 
for their end of 
term assessments.  

 
They took on all tasks with dedication and commitment and were an 
asset to have in the classroom. Miss Rowden would like to thank them 
for all their hard work and assistance and is going to miss their help in 
the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

National Careers week 2016 
Mrs McIldowie – Head of Work Related Learning 

 

Maths challenge 

Mr Akram – Maths teacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Maths A Level Enrichment Programme 
Mr Varsani – Head of Maths faculty 
 
As part of the continuing development of students’ learning and enjoyment of Mathematics, we 
have implemented the following new schemes: 
 

MAT Workshop 
 

Three Year 12 Further Maths Students (Noah, Jack and 
Daniel) have been attending this course at weekends at University of Hertfordshire. 
Run by the Further Mathematics School Project, the course aims to prepare students 
for entry to the very top Universities (Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial, Warwick). Mr 
Donovan is supporting students by attending the workshop. 
 

 
STEP Problem Solving Series 
 
This series of very high level problem solving 

sessions was hosted by Bushey Meads School and was attended by our top A-Level 
Mathematicians aswell as the top A-Level Mathematicians from many schools in the 
Hertfordshire region.  One of our strongest Mathematicians, (also Head Boy), was 
awarded with an individual prize at the Problem Solving Finale – well done Ben! 

 
Maths Masterclass 
 

A level students are supported on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime in G2. They 
are supported in working through Independent Study and are forming a strong 
community where they can help each other. Through the targeted 
Independent Study (based on students’ retakes and areas to improve on from 
the PPE results) students can quickly get the necessary extra support needed in 
their studies. All A level students are strongly advised to come along and 
benefit from this support.  Tuesday also provides an opportunity for the Sixth 
Formers to support Maths students from the years below as they aspire to 
achieve higher levels in Maths. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcus Du Sautoy’s Marvellous Mathemagicians 
 
Marcus Du Sautoy is a very well- known Oxford Professor who makes great contributions 
to the public understanding of Mathematics. He appeared on Dara O’Briain’s School of 
Hard Sums and is known for his enthusiasm in helping people 
enjoy Maths. One of his students will be visiting Bushey 
Meads School on the 18th March to do a workshop for 15 

lucky Year 12 Students as part of a scheme to support and encourage students in their growing 
love of Maths. One extra place has been awarded to Kajal in Year 11 who gained top place in the 
leaderboard for PiXL Maths activities. 
 
We are still thinking of more activities and developments to help all A level Maths students love the 
subject, enjoy stretching themselves and above all, continue believing they can reach the very top 

in their endeavours. 
 



Mrs Ash, Assistant Headteacher 
 

I had the pleasure of observing Mr Knowles, Head of Performing and Visual 
Arts, teach his Year 13 drama group earlier this week. The lesson was an 
outstanding learning experience for the students which they thoroughly 
enjoyed. An interactive and stimulating starter activity set the tone and pace 
for the lesson and moved on to the students exploring the themes of the play 
“Lysistrata” through performing and directing key moments. The lesson 
finished with students writing a paragraph about their performance and how 
it explored the themes in the play and then peer assessed each others work. 

  
 
The students are also striving to improve their 

exam technique following feedback from Mr 
Knowles by adding further detail in purple pen, 
or purple font in this case, in order to improve 
their overall mark.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sports Report 
Girls PE - Wednesday 2nd March - Tuesday 8th March 

S. Cooper – PE Teacher 

Girls Netball 

Year 9 District tournament - SJC 
Date: 03/03/16 
Opposition: District Tournament 
Result: 6th Place 

Squad: G.Bryant, E.Houghton-Brown, A.Parker, M.Bonyadi, A.D’Alwis, 
A.Rashid, J.Phillips, M.Shah, R.Aravindan, A.Trivedi 
Comment: The girls played really well in the district tournament and worked 
hard with all members of the squad giving 100% in every game.  The highlights being 
convincing victories over St.Michaels and Francis Combe. 
Well done ladies 
Player of the Tournament: Angel D’Alwis 

 

Basketball Sessions with Hertfordshire Warriors have been going really well with lots turning out 
Friday’s after school. Everyone is welcome but you must bring Kit. 

 

Girls Basketball 

Date:07/03/16 
Year 9 Girls - SW 
Opposition: Francis Combe               
Result: Won 18 - 6 
Squad: F.Kelly, J.Phillips, A.Rashid, E.Houghton-Brown, G.Bryant, A.Parker, S.Melsome, M.Sjollema 
Comment: An excellent performance from the year 9 girls from the beginning. Some tactical defence made it very 
difficult for the opposition and combined with some good play in and around the key resulted in an excellent win! 
Player of the Match:  

Girls Football 

Date:08/03/16 
Year 7 Girls - SJC 
Opposition: District Futsal Tournament        
       
Result: 3rd Place 
Squad: K.Branigan, B.Coste, F.Boselli, S.Plummer, B.Brindley, Z.Rathod, A.Elman, L.Roberts,  
Comment: The girls displayed some really good teamwork in what were fast paced matches.They were unlucky not to win in 
several of their matches but showed good enthusiasm and determination throughout. 
 
Big thanks to Mrs Maloney and Mrs Andrews and Lucy from Arsenal Ladies in supporting the girls at this fixture.  
 

Player of the tournament: Katie Branigan 

Girls Disability Football 

On Monday 7th March Bushey Meads were lucky enough to be able to send 5 students to the 
Arsenal Ladies training camp for a morning of football with Arsenal and Watford ladies.  The 
session was aimed at encouraging girls and young women with either physical or learning 
disabilities to participate in football. 
 
The Bushey Meads students had a great if hectic morning with a classroom based session as 
well as developing a range of footballing skills in the state of the art training facilities. 
 
Thanks to Mrs.Maloney and Mrs Andrews for taking the students and giving them this exciting opportunity. 
 
Participating Students: Grace Boner, Gopi Chiyene, Nicola Hauff, Ellie Grayling, Francesca Martin 

 



 

A reminder that ALL students need to change for ALL  
extra-curricular clubs and activities 

 

Trampolining Sessions with High Springers  
Trampoline club 

 
Monday’s in the gym - for details contact Charlotte: 

highspringers@outlook.com 

 

 

 

                     Zumba - Tuesday’s in the gym 3.15 - 4.15, all welcome 
 

 

 

Gymnastics Club - Wednesday and Thursday after school 
 

 

Yoga - Thursday’s after school, all welcome 
 

 

Arsenal Ladies Football Coaching - Tuesday lunchtime on the astro –  
bring trainers - all welcome 

 

 

Athletics with Watford Harriers  
 
Athletics club Tuesday’s  
 
Bring kit and meet in the sportshall / astro at  
3.05 
 
Sessions will continue throughout the Summer term on Tuesday 
evenings. 

 



Sporting Excellence in BMS Sixth Form 
Mr O’Kelly – Head of Sixth Form 

Simon, one of our PE ‘A’ Level students, can be very proud of his achievements this 
season in representing Fullerians First XV. Simon has been a keen player of rugby 
in his time through Sixth Form and he has steadily worked his way up from the 
youth teams in Fullerians, to now representing the club with the men’s First team.  
 
Simon has shown incredible 
dedication to his sport and all 
his hard work is paying off. We 
can see that Simon puts his all 
into every performance. 
 
Simon has also played a role in 

helping to coach the Year 10 
rugby team this season, passing on his knowledge and love for the game to 
the younger students. Simon can be very proud of his assistance this year 
with the Year 10 squad and we wish the squad the best of luck for their 
upcoming County Shield Final. 

Sara Ash, Assistant Headteacher 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASH House and BEECH House are really pulling ahead of the field at the moment. A big House event can change 

points dramatically so with House Music coming up soon, Sports Day and the House Debating competition there is 

still the opportunity for any other House to take the lead. 

ASH 6825 

BEECH 6714 

SYCAMORE 6085 

MAPLE 6083 

OAK 6058 

ELM 6000 

WILLOW 5726 

5000

5500

6000

6500

7000

House Points 2015-2016


