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Putting the BSJT MAT on the Map: recognition of continued success…….. 

 
With the continued endorsement of Ofsted and experienced reviewers from the Local 
Authority who have recently visited both settings within the Bushey St James Trust, the 
reputation and influence of both schools and indeed the Multi Academy Trust (MAT) is 
growing across the local and national landscape. Both authorities have recognised the 
good and outstanding teaching and learning, rapid progress, improved outcomes for 
students and excellent leadership. 

 
 

As the Headteacher of Little Reddings, Carly Simmonds spoke at a National Conference earlier this term about 
the outstanding work that the staff at the school have done to ‘close the gap’ in terms of progress and 
outcomes for pupil premium pupils in the school.  
 
 

Jeremy Turner, the Executive Principal, continues to 
speak at national events through the Partners in 
Excellence PiXL Collaborative (now comprising some 
2000 schools across the country) and is being joined 
by the Professional Learning Group at Bushey Meads 
School at the end of the month, when they will 
showcase their superb teaching and learning 
strategies at this year’s PiXL National Conference - 
taking place in Queen Elizabeth ll Conference Centre 
in Westminster London. Over 1800 delegates from 
across the country will be attending the conference 
and Bushey Meads School will be firmly on the map!                    QEll Conference Centre Westminster 
 
 

In this context it is no surprise that a growing number of key local Headteachers and senior leaders have 
connected in with our Multi Academy Trust and we are delighted with the positive networks of collaboration 
that are being developed. The very best practice continues to be shared and is further supporting the exciting 
journey of improvement in both schools.  
 

 
 

 

Earlier this month the BSJT Trust 
welcomed James Heale and Gary 
Mullings, the outstanding Headteacher 
and Deputy Headteacher of Vyners 
School in Hillingdon, to share best 
practice in relation to their recent 
formation of a Multi Academy Trust 
between the secondary school and one 
of their feeder primary schools. Pictured 
here, Carly Simmonds is sharing the 
excellent leadership structures at all 
levels that are now in place across our 
own MAT and which are having such a 
positive impact on improving learning 
and outcomes. 



 

Recently appointed Little Reddings 
Head Boy, Jack and Head Girl, 
Elektra, proudly showed the 
important visitors around the 
school. Pictured here, they are 
explaining the exemplary 
Children’s University Programme 
now embedded at the school and 
outlining the real impact it is 
having on increasing engagement 
and raising achievement at all 
levels. 
 

Joining our visitors on the tour I 
was immensely proud of not only 
our fantastic ambassadors for the 
Trust, but also the significant 
improvements noted around the 
whole school. There was a really 
calm, focussed atmosphere and in   

every classroom we visited there was evidence of inspiring teaching and pupils really enjoying their learning. 
 

Progress at LRS 
A Governor Perspective 

place and the ethos and the 
competencies of the Governing 
Body have dramatically improved.  
 

As part of the improvement 
process, we recently invited an 
independent team in to assess how 
we are doing and the report back 
was really encouraging. They 
concluded that, as a result of the 
extremely hard work and 
dedication of the staff team and 
Governing Body, the school is on 
track to being good again. 
 

Rev Dave Poultney 
Vice Chair of Governors 

messages on the monitor, 
performing calculations and using 
variables. 
 
 

 

 
During the trip to the school they 
also studied aspects of 3D design 
with Mr Chalkley, the Head of the 
Design and Technology Faculty. He 
was really impressed with the skill 
level of the Year 6 students who 
managed to learn a range of 3D 
software skills to design a badge 
which was then printed in 3D on 
the school’s state of the art 3D 
printer.  
With just a few key instructions, 
the students had to use their 
problem solving skills and initiative 
to navigate their way around the 
software tools. The next step will 
be to take the 3D printer to Little 
Reddings, so that the students can 
see the machine printing their 
designs in liquid plastic! 

I have been a Community Governor 
at Little Reddings for 20 months 
now and have had the privilege to 
encourage Miss Carly Simmonds 
and the staff team as they have 
taken the school through a period 
of rapid change.  
 

Last November the school was 
judged by Ofsted and confirmed 
the growing anecdotal evidence 
from many parents that the school 
had moved from providing a good 
education several years previously 
to one that had a number of 
deficiencies and was in need of 
reform.  
 

The Ofsted inspection in 2014 
provided the school with a focused 
list of targets for the staff team and 
governors, around which we have 
worked extremely hard to move 
the school to good, and aiming 
beyond to outstanding.  
 

Prior to November 2014, as a 
Governing Body, we had failed to 
challenge and hold the school’s 
leadership to account.   
 

Since that ‘moment in time’ a new 
team of governors from a range of 
backgrounds has now been put in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Little Reddings STEM Trip to 
Bushey Meads School 
 

Two classes of Year 6 pupils from 
Little Reddings came to Bushey 
Meads School earlier this year to 
learn more about programming 
using Python with Ms Gregory, one 
of the talented Computing 
Teachers at the school.  During the 
lessons the pupils engaged with 
putting  



 

 
 
 
 
 
Little Reddings STEM Trip to 
Bushey Meads School cont. 
 
 

 
 

Fade said she “enjoyed different 
experiences using coding and 3D 
design” because she had never 
done it before.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The warm up activity in the Sports Hall 
 
 

The fabulous Bushey Meads 
School Language Leaders 
supported the event, as they do 
every year, and encouraged all the 
primary school students to use as 
much French as possible 
throughout the day.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Spelling French words accurately 
 
 

Earlier in the year, students from 
Little Reddings also came to 
Bushey Meads to make croissants 
in the school’s state of the art 
Catering Suite. In addition the 
Year 10 Language Leaders visited 
Little Reddings to deliver French 
and Spanish lessons.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Well-deserved ice cream for all! 
 

The major event was an excellent 
send off for Mrs Woodhouse, the 
Little Reddings’ French teacher 
who has been one of the main 
partners in the Strategic Learning 
Network since we first began. 

Sharing Time, Good Practice  
and Future Plans…. 

It was a real pleasure to welcome 
Lisa Evans, the Deputy 
Headteacher of Little Reddings to 
Bushey Meads earlier this month. 
Our Learning Walk through  
Year 7 classes gave us the 
opportunity to see some familiar 
faces and also review the learning 
experiences at this level. She was 
impressed with the additional 
hour set aside for reading in the 
Learning Resource Centre and also 
the sophisticated literature chosen 
by students who were very keen 
to share their reviews.  
 

I was pleased to hear that the 
level of understanding 
demonstrated in an English lesson 
certainly presented progress in 
their learning. The engagement of 
the students in their French lesson 
was also delightful to observe and 
Mrs Evans was very impressed 
with the behaviour for learning 
evidenced in all classrooms 
visited.  
 

Mrs Evans helpfully identified 
areas to improve delivery and the 
approach to our Year 7 learning 
experience and we are developing 
these 'even better ifs' as I write. 
We discussed how both schools 
could support and learn from each 
other. Our improvement in 
marking and feedback is one 
example where we can support 
our primary colleagues.  
 

I expressed a wish for their staff to 
deliver phonics training at BMS as 
an additional strategy to further 
improve student outcomes. We 
were both excited about the 
numerous possibilities of working 
closely together and 
arrangements for Bushey Meads’ 
staff to visit Little Reddings is 
already in hand.  
 

Hilary Morawska, Deputy Head Teacher, 
Teaching and Learning at BMS 

Mini Olympic Event with Bushey 
Meads and Little Reddings 

 
The annual Mini Olympic event 
took place at Bushey Meads 
School in July of this year in 
conjunction with Queens School 
and several local primary schools. 
This was the culmination of the 
year’s work, an event that 
everyone looks forward to! 

 
 

 

Olympic Spirit! 



 

Little Reddings and Bushey Meads School - University Success! 

It is a proud moment when students who have studied in both Little Reddings and Bushey Meads Schools go 
off to study their chosen subjects at university. It is even better when we hear of their success in passing 
those degrees. Here are just a few examples of the Bushey St. James’ Trust alumni: 

Fiona University of Leeds 

 

Degree:    Psychology 

Left BMS: 2013 

 

A levels: Graphics 
Maths 
Psychology 

A 
B 
A 

GCSEs Drama  
D&T 
Science 
Statistics 
English Literature 
English Language 
ICT BTEC 
French  

C 
A 
B 
A 
B 
A* 
A* 
B 

 
Samiya  

 

University of  Oxford 
 

Degree:    BA and MMath in Mathematics and Statistics (first class honours and 
ranked 1st in year) currently studying postgraduate in Medicine 

 

Graduated: 2013 

 

GCSEs  
    

Science  
Business  
Statistics 
Design & Technology 
English 
English Literature 
Spanish  
RS 
History 
Maths 
Psychology 

A* 
A 
A*
B 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A* 
A 

John 

 

University of Surrey 
Degree:     Psychology 

 

 

Left BMS: 2015 
A levels: History  

Maths 
Psychology                 

A 
B 
B 

GSCEs: Maths  
Statistics 
Further Maths 
English Literature 
English 
French  
Design & Technology  
Physics 
Chemistry 
Biology 

A 
A 
C 
A* 
A 
C 
A 
B 
A 
B 



 

  

Little Reddings and Bushey Meads School - University Success ctd. 
 

Amy Sheffield Hallam University 

Degree:     Film & Media Production 

 

 

Left BMS: 2015 
A levels: English Language 

RE  
Media                 

A 
B 
B 

GSCEs: RE     
Drama  
Maths 
English Literature 
English 

A 
A 
C 
A* 
A 

Making the Transition from Little Reddings to Bushey Meads Successful 

As we all know, change is an inevitable part of life, but the process itself can be both challenging and 
confronting. This is no less the case for Year 6 students as each September they negotiate the transition from 
Little Reddings School to Bushey Meads School. One of the real benefits of working closely together in a Multi 
Academy Trust is that Bushey Meads School and Little Reddings have programmes in place to really 
effectively support the children through this process. 
 

Having visited Bushey Meads at the end of the spring term, Debbie Jackson, Numeracy Coordinator for Little 
Reddings, invited the Head of the Maths Faculty, Mr Suresh Varsani, to visit Little Reddings to see the Maths 
resources and learning experiences of students at the school. Last July, Ben Nunes (then Deputy Head Boy 
and now Head Boy) accompanied Mr Varsani on a morning visit to Little Reddings and they were given a tour 
of the school from nursery through to Year 6. They were very impressed with the quality of displays all 
around the school; many progress charts were displayed where students were rewarded for achievements. 
Touch screen computers and even banks of ipads in the upper years allowed teaching to take on a different 
dimension.  Mr Varsani and Ben were also shown the wonderful dedicated ICT room, a feature that all 
students would experience at “Big School”, thus helping to prepare them for similar experiences in Year 7. 
 

After the tour, Ms Jackson showed Ben and Mr Varsani the different Maths resources they use, the most 
exciting of them being the ActiveLearn and ActiveTeach package from Pearsons. In the same way that Bushey 
Meads uses MyMaths and Mathswatch, Little Reddings utilise these packages to allow pupils greater 
consolidation of learning and opportunities for independent learning and stretch and challenge. Now both 
schools’ Maths representatives have visited each other, they are looking forward to organising some joint 
ventures to further strengthen the relationship between the two schools. 
 

Similarly, from an English perspective, Bushey Meads School’s new Lead Practitioner for Key Stage 3 English, 
Fazana Farook, has plans to strengthen the partnership between the two schools.  Ms Farook is keen to build 
upon the excellent foundations laid by the English Faculty last year and will soon be visiting Sebastian Grey at 
Little Reddings to contribute to the literacy programme in Year 6.  Ms Farook also plans to work alongside Mr 
Grey to develop a series of booster sessions connected to the SATs. 

DO YOU NEED TO HIRE A CLASSROOM, SPORTS FACILITY, PLAYING FIELDS, HALL, THEATRE SPACE or 
CATERING FACILITIES for a LONG TERM RENTAL, ONE-OFF GATHERING or SPECIAL OCCASION? 

 

Both schools in the Bushey St James Trust are willing to provide facilities for local community groups who 
want to rent appropriate spaces at a competitive price. The Trust has an overarching Lettings Policy and 

information and prices are available through the Trust Lettings Officer - Maxine Winter.  
She is based at Bushey Meads School and can be contacted on 0208 950 3000. 



 

Memories of Little Reddings 

 

 

Daniel is currently in Year 11 and 
looking forward to success next 
year in his GCSE exams. Along with 
the core subjects of English, Maths 
and Science, Daniel is also 
studying Art, History, Textiles, PE 
and RS and is on course for some 
excellent results thanks to a 
consistently high Attitude to 
Learning score and a 100% 
attendance record. He is looking 
to meet or exceed his original 
target grades in English and Maths 
and has been singled out for 
praise by his History teacher, Mr 
Newbold, who is impressed with 
his ability to discuss in depth 
important issues. 
 

Daniel was a student at Little 
Reddings School between 1999 
and 2005 and he still remembers 
the fantastic learning experiences 
he had. He still speaks very highly 
of every teacher at Little Reddings 
but is keen to single out Mr Presky 
for extra special praise calling him 
his favourite teacher. Mr Presky, 
says Daniel, was always jovial and 
willing to go the extra mile to 
support each and every student. 
 

Daniel is still friends with many 
other ex-Little Reddings students 
who also made the journey to 
Bushey Meads - among whom are 
Abby and Chelsea Gerry, Angel 
Fowler, Jordan Burke, Lily Bass, 
Harrison Glenister, and Tom 
Canning.   
 

Daniel is planning to stay on at 
Bushey Meads in the Sixth Form 
and has his eye on several A levels 
- namely Fine Art, Maths, English 
and Photography.  Daniel’s 
ambition is to become an artist 
and he would love to one day be 
as good as his heroes, Leonardo da 
Vinci and Vincent Van Gogh!   
 

Good luck, Daniel! 

Fazana Farook – Lead Practitioner 
English and Key Stage 2 -3 Transition 

Steve Mottram has joined the Site 
Team as Site Assistant since the 
last newsletter and will be working 
across both settings along with 
the rest of the site team, 
depending on workload and 
current priorities. All the site staff 
have had a big impact across both 
Bushey Meads School and Little 
Reddings and I am sure you will 
join us in welcoming him formally 
to the Trust.  

= 

Daniel – talented artist and current 
Year 11 Student at BMS 

New Appointments across the 
Bushey St James Trust 

Outstanding new appointments 
continue to be made across the 
BSJT to enhance the learning and 
achievement of all students at 
both Bushey Meads and Little 
Reddings. The Multi Academy 
Trust setting certainly provides a 
greater opportunity to create 
greater flexibility and increase 
efficiency as we look to provide 
the very best educational 
provision in the local area.  
 

Miss Fazana Farook joined us in 
September from Friern Barnet 
School, North London, to join our 
team of Lead Practitioners.  Her 
remit includes the transition of 
students from Key Stage 2 to 3, 
preparing them for the world of 
secondary education.  She is 
excited at the opportunity of also 
working at primary level at Little 
Reddings School and is keen to 
ensure the KS2 students are ready 
for the challenges of the new 
curriculum when they progress to 
secondary level.  

 
Steve Motram 

Assistant Caretaker across the BSJT 

We are also very pleased to 
welcome back to Bushey Meads 
Jon Olewnik as our new IT 
Manager.  Jon worked at Bushey 
Meads for several years before 
moving on to another school to 
develop his career.  When the 
post of Head of IT across the Trust 
became available we were very 
pleased to receive his application.  
Whilst the candidate field was 
competitive, Jon was the strongest 
candidate by far and we are very 
pleased to have him back on 
board with us again.  

“The Trust provides a platform for 
increased collaboration and the 
chance to build greater capacity 
across the two unique learning 

communities.” 



 

 

New Appointments across the 
Bushey St James Trust cont. 

providing much more flexible 
usage of the Hall, and a much 
enhanced venue for school 
assemblies, events and parents 
evenings. 
 

Whilst this has been a substantial 
financial investment, the 
installation now provides a much 
enhanced assembly hall which can 
also be used by Little Reddings 
School for prestigious events –
another example of our 
collaboration. 
 

By the summer term work will be 
under way at Bushey Meads to 
build three new classrooms, an 
extension to the restaurant and 
provision for 51 more car parking 
spaces.  Watch this space for news 
on developments of this exciting 
project! 

 

 

Jon Olenwik 
IT Manager across the BSJT  

The theatre raked seating and 
industry standard, fully sprung 
dance floor at Bushey Meads 
School – a great Trust resource for 
special events and productions, 
suitable for a theatre space. 

 

Additional Building Enhancements 
across the Trust 

When Little Reddings staff and 
students returned from the 
summer break they were delighted 
to see the addition of a 
conservatory at the front of the 
building which has provided an 
enhanced Reception area for 
visitors.  Not only has this much 
improved the external visual 
appearance of the Reception 
entrance but it also facilitates the 
vetting of visitors before they 
access the main school building, 
providing even more thorough 
safeguarding procedures. 

 
At the same time as this was being 
built, at Bushey Meads the floor of 
the main Assembly Hall was being 
replaced with specialist sprung 
flooring in preparation for our new 
Dance teacher to take her classes 
in this area as from September.  In 
addition, fully retractable tiered 
seating was then installed,  

 

The Splendid View from the Top of the Theatre Raked Seating  
at Bushey Meads School Main Hall 

 

Comfy 
seating in 
the new 
reception 

 

The 
brand 
new LRS 
entrance 



Latest News About Some of the Music Projects Across the BSJT 

 

When I was in Year 6 at Little 
Reddings School, I was selected to 
take part in a special project at 
Bushey Meads School. I was 
selected by my teachers as well as 
a few others in my class because 
we were gifted and talented in 
music. 
 

The project was a steel pan band. 
The steel pans are a form of Native 
African-Caribbean instrument that 
is played all over the world by 
many people. They were originally 
made from old metal barrels as 
they did not have the resources to 
make them any other way. Steel 
pans helped me by teaching me 
how people in different countries 
make music. 

 
 

Steel pans helped me to learn the 
school grounds by walking through 
buildings and observing the 
surrounding area of my to-be 
school. I met some of the teachers 
at Bushey Meads School too. 
Sometimes we had to speak to 
different music teachers asking us 
about what instruments we play 
and if we have any ideas for school 
clubs or extra experience for our 
peers in our primary school. 
 

I found steel pans very enjoyable 
and thought it was a very useful 
instrument to play. The other 
people in the class were as happy 
as me to be selected for this 
experience at Bushey Meads every 
week. This made us more  
confident to go to Bushey Meads 

as only two people from my 
particular class came with me to 
Bushey Meads School. 

Lewis Solomon 
7 Beech Year 6 pupils meeting the BMS Buddies 

Making The Transition From 
Primary To Secondary School 

 

fabulous weather and so, after a 
morning of activities followed by a 
tasty BBQ, participants were able 
to chat at tables in the quadrangle  
and listen to one of our students 
playing music.  
 

We organised another great 
opportunity for students to make 
new friends towards the end of 
the Summer holidays - our PE 
team, aided by our older 'Student 
Sports Leaders', delivered a 
fantastic 3-day event which 
included paintballing, swimming at 
a water park and bowling amongst 
other things.  

This year within the Bushey St 
James Trust, we have added so 
much to our transition 
programme. Here are three out of 
literally pages and pages of 
positive comments left by parents 
after all our transition events: 
 

Ben's parents: "I think transition at 
BMS is amazing. It's the only 
school in the area that does so 
much." 
Ellis May's parents: "AMAZING! So 
pleased with the way BMS have 
involved parents in transition. The 
3-day course was brilliant. The 
BBQ Fun Day brilliant too." 
 

Charlie's parents: "Thought the 
interviews were great. The 3-day 
activity course was excellent and 
really helped my son get to know 
other students." 
It all starts when our pastoral 
team visit Little Reddings and as 
many other feeder primary 
schools as possible to meet the 
Year 6 students on their own 
ground. This year we also arranged 
interviews with senior BMS staff 
for all 200 of our new students 
and their parents and carers. This 
way we were able to really get to 
know our new students and to get 
their BMS journey off to a flying 
start.  
 

Then, for the Transition Day in July 
we invited parents into the school 
too, to see what students were 
going to be doing.  
 

Later in July around 225 Year 6 
students, parents and carers came 
along to enjoy our Family Fun Day 
and BBQ - this year we enjoyed  

 
Year 6 pupils enjoying the 3 day activity 

event in the Summer holidays and 
making great new friends 

And so we get to 8.40 am on 
Thursday, 3rd September; one of 
the most anticipated dates and 
times of the school year for us. 
Two hundred impeccably dressed 
eleven year olds, watched from 
the top of our new theatre seating 
by many of their parents and 
carers, sat in the hall eagerly 
awaiting the start to their seven 
year journey at Bushey Meads. 
 

After a brief introduction that 
journey began with students 
moving off for a day with their 
new tutor group; a day spent 
making new friends - perhaps the 
start of lifelong friendships, and a 
day spent preparing for secondary  



 

Making the Transition from Primary to Secondary School cont. 

Executive Principal of the Trust 
Jeremy Turner writes: 

school learning. 
 

The day was capped off with an 
afternoon assembly, showcasing 
examples of what had been 
accomplished during the day. We 
were delighted that around 80 
parents and carers had taken the 
time to join that assembly and get 
a little taste of their child's first 
day. Some students read out their 
first experiences of Bushey Meads, 
in poetry format.  

 
Another group (pictured above) 
presented their drama production 
from the day. Some other students 
showed off their 'me capsules' and 
we were treated to some beautiful 
flute playing from another of our 
new students as shown in the 
photo below.  

 
 

Then later in September we 
invited parents in again for a 
Welcome Evening, which was also 
a chance for parents and carers to 
meet their child's tutor and other 
key members of staff.  A little after 
that we invited parents in for a 
lunch and tour; parents could tour 
the school and see Year 7 at their 
studies and stay for lunch in the 
school restaurant. Parents were 
amazed at the quality and value 
for money of what our top Chef is 
able to serve up on a daily basis. 

 

Yet again is has 
been a really 
wonderful 
experience to 
collate together 
the many 
positive articles 
in this term’s 
BSJT Newsletter 
and see how well the many links 
are developing across our Multi 
Academy Trust to further benefit 
all the students in both settings of 
LRS and BMS.  Ofsted and County 
Council reports clearly recognise 
the rapidly improving outcomes 
and positive culture in both 
schools, as well as the many 
exciting collaborations that are 
strengthening the very key Raising 
Achievement’ and Teaching and 
Learning’ agendas across the BSJT. 

A day to remember! 

 

Parents in school for the day at BMS! 

We welcome Tamsin Giannone as 
Assistant Headteacher for the 

Early Years Foundation Stage and 
Key Stage 1 at Little Reddings and 

look forward to her major 
contribution to the school  

and the Trust  

Message from Tamsin Giannone  
New Assistant Headteacher at Little Reddings 

 

Starting Little Reddings as an 
Assistant head for EYFS and KS1 
last summer term has proved to 
be a very good choice.  After 
having spent many years at my 
previous school, I understood that 
this was going to be a very big 
change. I needn’t have worried 
because the children and staff 
have been incredibly welcoming. 
Over the last term and a half, I 
have been lucky enough to teach 
across all of Early Years and Key 
Stage 1 which has allowed me to 
get to know as many children as 
possible.  In addition to this, I have 
been working closely with our 
wonderfully creative staff  

members on developing an 
innovative, engaging and 
challenging curriculum.  I am really 
looking forward to being involved 
in all of the positive changes and 
developments over the next 
academic year and I feel excited to 
be part of the Little Reddings 
team.  
“I enjoy being a teacher in a school 
that is part of something bigger and, 
as someone who understands the 
concept of life-long learning, I am 
committed to building more links 
between our primary Trust partners 
at Little Reddings. Together we can 
share expertise to help improve 
transition and outcomes at BMS.” 

Teacher at BMS 



Headteacher of Little 
Reddings Primary School 
Carly Simmonds Writes 

bring cost benefits to both 
schools in terms of increased 
efficiency, greater flexibility of 
operation and better access to 
expertise.   
One area that has been a real 
success story since the BSJT MAT 
was formed in 2012 has been 
with the IT Technology and 
infrastructure and over the years 
we have seen vast improvements 
in both school settings. 
Since Little Reddings School 
became part of the Bushey St 
James Trust in 2012, the school 
has invested heavily in their IT 
Infrastructure, which has marked 
a number of significant 
improvements which are clearly 
evident throughout the school.  
This includes an IT Suite with 16 
computers, 2 trolleys of iPads for 
use in the Junior school and iPads 
for classroom use throughout the 
nursery and reception classes to 
support Early Years development 
through the use of technology.  
As a result, this has undoubtedly 
helped to improve teaching and 
learning; Ofsted inspectors who 
visited LRS earlier this year noted 
the focus on technology and the 
excellent IT provision available. 
Little Reddings introduced iPads 
into the classrooms back in 2012 
and since then they have become 
a valuable teaching aid used in a 
variety of lessons. Staff continue  

 
 

to introduce new educational apps 
for classroom use on a regular 
basis and this keeps the learning 
exciting for all pupils. 
 

 

The school now plans to invest in a 
set of brand new iPads which are 
expected to arrive later on this 
year. This will continue to improve 
the IT offering, ensuring teachers 
can deliver exciting lessons and 
increase pupil engagement further 
through the use of specialist 
educational focussed apps only 
available on Apple iOS devices.  
 

The Bushey Meads IT Support 
Team continue to support Little 
Reddings with the use of 
technology and are on site to 
support all IT requirements 
ensuring the availability of the 
schools IT equipment and to aid 
with all aspects of IT related 
teaching and learning. 
Little Reddings plans a number of 
improvements moving forward 
and, following the recent 

This academic year has started in 
true Little Reddings style – with 
further improvement and 
excitement!  The whole school has 
embarked on a new creative 
curriculum which the staff and 
children are enjoying and into 
which have totally immersed 
themselves.  We have also 
changed our Phonics teaching 
programme, and already we are 
seeing positive results. In mid-
September the school underwent 
an external Hertfordshire Review.  
This highlighted areas of 
achievement for the staff who are 
working tirelessly to get us out of 
‘Requires Improvement’ and gave 
us some further areas to continue 
working on.  Most encouragingly, 
the report from this Review 
finished with “The school looks to 
be well placed to move forward 
with rapidity towards securing its 
goal of good or better at the next 
inspection.” All stakeholders know 
that we are on a journey; but we 
have already travelled many miles 
and won’t stop until we reach our 
destination! 
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BSJT IT Team Update  
IT Manager Jon Olewnik writes: 

One of the main benefits of being 
in a Multi Academy Trust is having 
the capacity to provide excellent 
support services across both 
school settings. This in itself can  

  



BSJT IT Team Update cont. 

 

refurbishment of the Nursery 
facilities, a brand new SMART 
Interactive Panel is set to be 
installed before Christmas which 
will undoubtedly engage student 
learning further through the use 
of interactive HD video content, 
games and educational 
applications which can utilise this 
emerging technology. 
The school continues to go from 
strength to strength; Miss 
Simmonds the Headteacher is 
focussed on driving the use of IT 
resources in all lessons, assisted 
by Mr Presky, ICT Coordinator, 
who is a key Practitioner and is 
leading the development of 
technology within the school.  
At Bushey Meads we continue to 
work on improving the IT facilities 
for both staff and students. This 
has been driven by Mr Turner, 
Executive Principal, who 
continues to focus on 
development of the school 
facilities across the Bushey St 
James Trust.  
Recently Bushey Meads has 
invested in a HD Projector, 
professional screen and has 
continued developing the sound 
and lighting facilities in the Main 
School Hall and newly developed 
theatre space. Coupled with the 
recent upgrades to the tiered 
seating and a new dance floor, 
this has really transformed the 
overall look and feel of the hall 
and will make an excellent facility 
for any future performances and 
school events. 

A state of the art HD Projector, professional cinema screen, industry 
standard sound and lighting facilities, sprung dance floor and theatre 
style raked seating have transformed the Main Hall at Bushey Meads 

into an outstanding theatre and performance venue 

Chair of the Trust  
Sam Russell writes: 

on our finances. Thanks to the 
prudent management of our 
accounts we are well placed to 
weather any funding challenges 
which may come our way. 

 
Sam Russell 

Chair of the Bushey St James Trust 

 
 

As Christmas draws ever nearer, 
we reflect on another busy term 
for the Trust. At Little Reddings, 
the excellent KS2 scores from last 
year highlighted the continued 
fantastic work undertaken by Miss 
Simmonds and her team. This was 
reinforced by colleagues from 
Herts County Council who were 
invited to visit early in this term 
and confirmed our status as a 
rapidly improving school. 
At Bushey Meads, we celebrate 
highly encouraging GCSE and A 
Level results, as well as a visit from 
Ofsted which renewed our status 
as a 'good' school. 
The Trust meets in early 
December, where the focus will be 

 

On behalf of all the  
Trustees, Governors and staff 

across the  
Bushey St James Trust  

we would like to wish you all a  
Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year. 
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