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  28 January 
   Y10 District Netball Tournament 
        
  29 January 
   Y12/13 Drama Othello Workshop 
 
  30 January 
   Interschool Debate BMS v Queens 
   Y10 Fire Skills Course 
 
  31 January & 1 February 
   School Production Rehearsals 
   
   9 to 12 February 
   Les Miserables School Production 
  
  13 February 
   Inset Day – school closed  
  
  Half Term   
  Monday 16 to Friday 20 February 
 
   
 
 
 
 

Dates for  
the diary 

 
 

Bushey Meads School Expansion Update 
 
As parents are aware, secondary school places in the area are in great 
demand and two years ago Hertfordshire County Council approached 
Bushey Meads School, as one of the excellent schools in the local area, 
to request their help in meeting the demand, hence the school agreeing 
to take an additional 30 students from September 2015. Part of the 
agreement from Hertfordshire was to support and fund a project to 
expand the school buildings to meet the year on year local demand. 
Taking into account all the many complex issues related to the school 
site, the expansion plans have been shared with local residents and all 
stakeholders and have recently been through a thorough consultation 
process.   

 
In relation to the new proposed state of the art Sixth Form block at 
Bushey Meads School, there has been a continued desire to work with 
local residents to listen to concerns raised through this thorough 
consultation process, both before and after the submission of plans last 
term to the local Hertsmere Planning Office. With this in mind, there 
have been a number of key meetings involving staff from the school, 
the architects, the local planning department and other local authority 
officers to continue to adjust the design, improve the aesthetic aspect 
for local residents and also continue to work hard to any minimise any 
traffic congestion in the locality of the school.  

 
This has involved re-surveying staff and students at the school to ensure 
that additional parking spaces provided on site as part of the new 
development more than meet the demand and also help to significantly 
relieve congestion in the parking bays directly outside the school. In 
addition, the Local Authority Highways department are looking at ways 
to support this from their perspective, which will also benefit both the 
school and the local area. 
 
All concerns raised through the consultation process have been 
thoroughly and carefully discussed and addressed. These include the 
concerns related to the green agenda and the new building plans now 
feature climbing plants and greenery to soften the external aspect, a 
smaller less obtrusive main sign more in keeping with the general 
aesthetic appeal - all ideas that complement the original existing plans 
to re-plant trees around the school site to replace any that are being 
removed as part of the building works.  

 
Students and parents are already very pleased with the many 
improvements currently being made to their school and are really 
looking forward to the proposed expansion plans enhancing their 
educational provision even further. 
 
We will continue to keep you updated as and when the project 
develops to the next stage. 

 
Jeremy Turner 
Executive Principal 
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Sam – 9 Willow 
This week's Student of the Week is Sam in Year 9.  He has been 
nominated by the KS3 Pastoral Manager, Miss Dhanecha for a 
number of reasons.  Since joining Bushey Meads School two 
years ago, Sam has become an integral part of our team of 
technicians who work extremely hard behind the scenes 
during school productions, concerts, some assemblies and of 
course during our Christmas Entertainment show.  His 
knowledge of our complex sound and lighting system go a long 
way to ensure that all performances go smoothly with the 
perfect sound and lighting to compliment the very talented 
performers we have on stage.  Sam's hard work was 
particularly noted during the most recent Christmas 
Entertainment show where he worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes conducting himself like a true young professional.  Sam 
is wholly deserving of this accolade as one of our, until now, 
unsung heroes.  Well done Sam!  
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Emily - 11 Oak 
 

Emily is this week's KS4 student of the week. Emily 
recently sat her Pre Public Examinations and achieved 
several results that were significantly higher than her 
aspirational targets including an outstanding A grade in 
History. Emily's advice to other year 11 students is to have 
a realistic revision timetable where time is allocated to 
specific topics from subjects. Emily is planning on staying 
with BMS for 6th form to study Biology, Drama, Sociology 
and History. Emily is also a Sports Leader and often helps 
out with the scoring for fixtures. 
 
 

 

Bethany - 12Beech 

 

Bethany has been chosen as our student of the week. 
Bethany has submitted an impressive outline of her idea 
for the Extended Project Qualification and works 
extremely hard in all her lessons. She is currently studying 
Biology, Drama, English Literature and Philosophy and 
Ethics. 



            

 THEME OF THE WEEK – RELATIONSHIPS 

 
 
 

Mrs Ash, Assistant Headteacher, led the whole school assemblies this week on the theme of 
Relationships. The assembly focused on friends and what it means to be a real friend. It also 
looked at friends made through social media and online gaming and the risks involved. This 
important area will be looked at in more detail during Internet Safety Week in a few weeks’ 
time.  
 
During tutor time, students have discussed the many different types of relationships and 
how they can build positive relationships around them. 
 
 
 
 

Les Miserables - Catch Up With The Stars 
By Amira Izhar - Arts Faculty Journalist 
 

The Les Miserables rehearsals are swiftly coming to a close as we reach the climax of Act 2 and start to 
round things off in preparation for the performances. I’m sure by now most of you have bought your 
tickets and are eagerly anticipating the performance. If not, hurry, they’re 
selling fast!! 
 
I caught up with Ella, Year 10, who plays the principal role of Madame 
Thenardier. Here’s what she had to say... 
 

Amira: So, Ella, who do you play in Les Miserables? 
Ella: I play Madame Thenardier. 
 
Amira: Wow, on what days will you be performing then? 
Ella: I’m in the junior cast, so Monday 9th and Wednesday 11th. 
 
Amira: Exciting! What are you most looking forward to doing out of all the 
scenes and songs you have to do? 
Ella: Probably Master Of The House. 
 
Amira: Have you seen the movie version of the song? 
Ella: Yes I have, loads of times, I love it.  
 
Amira: So is there a bit of pressure on you seeing as Helena Bonham Carter performed it amazingly? 
Ella: I guess so, but hopefully everything will go smoothly for me. 
 
Amira: I really wish you the best of luck for the nights, Ella.  
Ella: Thanks, Amira 

 



 
Staff Profile – Mrs Ama Bartholomew, Geography Teacher 

By Mrs Armitage, PA to Executive Principal 
 
This week I would like to introduce you all to Mrs Ama 
Bartholomew, who has joined our Humanities Faculty as an 
additional Geography Teacher. 
 
Mrs Bartholomew comes from a sales and marketing background 
within the airline and hotel industry, before entering the teaching 
profession.  She says she decided to move into teaching because 
she wanted to be able to inspire children and she chose 
Geography as her subject because she loves the subject herself 
and wants children to understand the wonders of the world 
through Geography. 
 
Although Mrs Bartholomew has only been on board with us for 
three weeks, already she is finding the BMS community 
supportive, friendly, encouraging and ‘awesome’!  She is 
impressed with the very high expectations the school has of both students and teachers and is so pleased 
to be a part of that. 
 
Not a surprise to learn that she enjoys travel of course, but hobbies/interests also include reading and golf. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Mrs Bartholomew on board and wishing her every success at Bushey Meads 
School. 

  

 

 

Word of the Week  By Mr Dawson, Head of English Faculty 
 
Resolution (noun)  

1. Determination, single-mindedness 
2. A decision,  a plan, a promise 
3. A solution,  a conclusion or an ending (especially to  a story or film) 

 
Resolution is a useful word. In each case of the definitions above, the word ‘resolution’  seems 
to  have a more impressive effect  than  other words listed with  a similar meaning. 
 

There are no examples this week. Instead, be the first to see me with 3 perfect sentences 
written, each one showing the different uses of the word ‘resolution’. For the writer of the first 
example I see… there is a prize! 



 

A Fantastic Friday Faculty Focus…. 
Mr J Turner, Executive Principal 
 

Last Friday Miss Da Silva our hard working Key Stage 3 Coordinator for English shared three top tips to 
increase engagement and maximise progress with students at Bushey Meads School. One of these tips was 
using students as teachers within the classroom. Based on the proven statistic that we retain 90% of what 
we teach others, this strategy is clearly a winning formula. 
 

In line with our ethos and culture of sharing best practice and putting it into action (one of our main 
teaching and learning mantras this year at Bushey Meads School) her Friday Faculty Focus reminded us all 
to work hard to ensure that all students make maximum progress in their learning. 
 

Later on in the day it was superb to see students actually ‘being teachers’ in a number of curriculum areas.  
 

Two examples are shown below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With the music pumping, heart rates increasing and fitness and stamina improving, half of our Year 10 
cohort were using the Gym and Sports Hall to complete carefully planned circuit training activities. All the 
activities were being taught by the outstanding Sports Leaders. 

 
Two superb examples of 
students teaching and learning 
taking place at the highest 
level 

 
 

 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Students in English, after a clear explanation and 
guidance from the teacher, were peer assessing 
each other’s work - a paragraph they had written 
explaining Dante’s use of language to create 
imagery and atmosphere.  

In another learning space students were demonstrating excellent independence in their learning, 
working hard to prepare for their practical assessments in catering. There was a great atmosphere in the 
lesson and engagement was very high. 

 
Another snapshot of more excellent day to day practice at our wonderful school! 

 



Are you entitled to Free School Meals? 
By Janis Keys, Pupil Premium Co-ordinator 
  

If you meet any of the following criteria outlined below which apply to your family you may be eligible 
For Free School Meals for your child (ren) 
You can simply apply on line using the following link: www.hertsdirect.org/freeschoolmeals (if you need 
help in accessing a computer the school will be happy to support you. 
 
• Income support 
• Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Child Tax Credit with a taxable income of no more than £16,190 and not in receipt of Working Tax Credit 
• Pension Credit (Guarantee Credit) 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after employment finishes or after you start  
   to work less than 16 hours per week 
  
You can apply to Hertfordshire County Council if: 
• Your child attends a Hertfordshire school full-time. If your child attends a Hertfordshire Academy or Free  
   School, or attends a Hertfordshire nursery for morning or afternoon sessions only, please confirm  
   arrangements for application with your child’s school/nursery 
• You attend a Hertfordshire school full-time and are in receipt of any of the qualifying benefits listed  
   above. 
  
Please note that if your child does not attend school in Hertfordshire, you should apply to the school’s local 
authority, regardless of where you live. 

 
 

One Big, Happy, Awesome, Well-Behaved Family! 
By Mr Fisher, Assistant Headteacher 
 
Year 7 students can often be the most overawed by their new 
secondary school experience, but at Bushey Meads results 
from the most recent Ofsted-style survey of 170 Year 7 
students were just fantastically positive. 
 
For a start, 98% of respondents would unequivocally 
recommend this school to others. Here are a few of the 
things our students then went on to write. 
 
"I would definitely recommend this school to another pupil 
because you are very well looked after here - it is like we are all one big family. You also learn lots in a short 
space of time." 
 
"It's an awesome community!" 
 
"I haven't seen any bullying." 
 
"I strongly agree that the school is extremely well-behaved and very informative. I really like this school." 
 
"I am happy because I first went to (another named secondary school) but I wasn't myself, but then I came  
here and this school is the best." 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/freeschoolmeals


 

Author Visit – Tony Lee 

By Wendy Castle, Head Librarian 
 
Last week author Tony Lee made a return visit to Bushey Meads to speak to some of our students.   
 

 
Tony is the author of various comic books from Doctor Who to 
Superboy to Spiderman.  He has also written graphic 
adaptations of the stories of Robin Hood, King Arthur and Joan 
of Arc, as well as adapting some of the books by Anthony 
Horowitz.  Tony is also the author of the New York Times 
bestseller Pride and Prejudice and Zombies! 
 
Graphic novels are a great way of engaging reluctant readers 
and are very popular in our library. 
 

His “Change the Channel” talk with year 7, encouraged those who said they didn’t like reading, or said they 
couldn’t find books they liked, to try different books in the way you would change channels on the TV to 
find a programme you wanted to watch.  Tony explained how he was a reluctant reader until he discovered 
his own channel – comics and then graphic novels.  He ended by telling a spooky story that made everyone 
jump! 
 
Our Student Librarians - with new recruits Pallav, Bhavik & Geerthigan  from year 7 and Sam, Ellis and 
James from year 8 - had the opportunity to spend an hour chatting to Tony and ask him some questions. 
 
Here are some of the things they found out:- 
 

 Tony was inspired by an author who came to his school when he was a boy, and so he hopes his 
visits will in turn inspire others when he comes to a school. 

 He wrote his first book at the age of 12, about a brother and sister catching smugglers! 

 Tony has been a professional writer for 30 years. 

 He can’t draw so has artists to illustrate his books for him. 

 When writing a story he rewrites over and over again. 

 Tony has sat in Roald Dahl’s shed, and said it was amazing. 

 He is a great fan of Neil Gaiman’s books. 

 He also writes scripts for TV and movies. 

 If he wasn’t a writer, Tony would be a teacher 

 In his career Tony has met a lot of famous people, including President Barack Obama. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Librarian Amie, Chloe-Mai, Sam, Ellis, Fatima, Pallav, Ben, James, Bhavik and Geerthigan with  
Tony Lee 



 
 

News update: Bushey Meads Team, Dark Rebels, crowned 
champions at Regional Final of F1 in Schools challenge! 

By Dave Chalkley, Head of Design & Technology Faculty 

 
After months of hard work, practice and preparation, the determined Year 7 team of Arash, Pallav, Avon, 
Kenneth, George and Ethan, took their model F1 cars to Chelsea FC to race against schools from London 
and the South East. As Rookies in this competition, the boys were in a category reserved for new teams. 
The car recorded a best time of 1.217 seconds to travel the 25m track, putting them in the top half of 
results for the days racing. Alongside the points for racing, they also gained points for presentation and 
engineering knowledge. This all round performance put the Dark Rebels into first place in the Rookies 
category and means they have qualified for the National race in Birmingham in March. So the next few 
weeks will see the team refining and improving their work further to put them in the strongest position 
possible for the Nationals.    Good luck Dark Rebels! 

 
 

 



Year 10 Science – Electricity 
By Andre Pimentao, Head of Physics 

 

In year 10 in Science, we've been studying how electricity is transported from the power stations to our 
homes. In order to do that, we've asked our students to produce a confectionery model of the National 
grid. Here are some pictures: 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

Visit to Hertfordshire University  
By Sara Ash, Assistant Headteacher 
 
On 20th January a group of Year 12 students visited Hertfordshire University 
for a skills development day to support their Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ).  
 
They learnt why universities, including Oxbridge and the Russell Group, 
value the EPQ as it focuses on independent learning. Some universities will 
even make a lower grade offer if a student has completed the EPQ!  
 
The students found the day extremely useful and came back to school full of 
ideas and enthusiasm. 
 

 

 



     
 


