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What is the English Baccalaureate? 

 

The English Baccalaureate-or E-Bacc, as it is sometimes called - was introduced as a 

performance measure in the 2010 school league tables. It is not a qualification in 

itself. The measure recognises where pupils have secured a C grade or better across a 

core of academic subjects – English, Mathematics, History or Geography, the 

sciences, Computer Science and a language (classical and modern). 

 

Why those subjects for the English Baccalaureate?  

 

The E-Bacc subjects listed above are designed to ensure that all pupils have the 

opportunity to study a broad core of subjects, which will help secure access to a wider 

range of future opportunities. For example, for pupils hoping to go to university, The 

Russell Group (which represents the 20 leading universities in the UK) recommended 

to the government that students should follow what they describe as “facilitating" 

subjects. These are the subjects most likely to be required or preferred for entry to 

degree courses and ones that will keep the most options open. The E-Bacc subjects 

are the foundation to achieving access to these universities.  

 

Studying a combination of specialisms within the English Baccalaureate subject 

grouping is intended to give pupils greater opportunity to study in and beyond the 

vital core of English, mathematics and the sciences. It therefore has a particular focus 

on key subjects which have, in the past, been withdrawn from Key Stage 4 by some 

schools, even where pupils might benefit from them. These include, for example, 

languages, where research has shown that there are clear advantages in terms of 

cognitive skills and understanding, and History and Geography, all of which were 

deemed to be in decline nationally, although not here at Bushey Meads. 

 

Does it mean that students no longer have a choice of option subjects to choose 

from? 

 

The simple answer is no. All Pathway 1 and Pathway 2 students have some choice as 

to which E-Bacc subjects to study. In addition, students in Pathway 1 retain the 

opportunity to choose a Technology subject and one other option choice.  Students in 

Pathway 2 can choose a Technology subject and have three other options to choose 

from. The way this has been done is highlighted on our application form and has been 

designed to ensure that all of our students gain the opportunity to choose a well 

rounded and diverse curriculum at Bushey Meads.  
 

 

 

The English  

Baccalaureate 
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Course Overview 
The course aims to build on the Art you have studied in Years 7 – 9.  The emphasis is 

on experimentation in the use of materials and techniques and in interpreting and 

expressing personal ideas. Theory and Art History are incorporated in practical work 

to inform and enrich the whole process by building on the experience of artists past 

and present. 

 

The course is taught in coursework units, usually one unit per term over five terms of 

the two-year course. This will develop your awareness and critical understanding of 

the role of Art in our culture and in our environment. You can expect to use Art 

knowledge and skills to communicate ideas in response to different  themes.  As well 

as developing traditional Art skills in painting, drawing, printing and sculpture, you 

will also explore computer aided packages and photography. 

 

Why should I choose Art as an option subject? 

It will be of interest to you if you are considering following post-16 courses and/or a 

career in Art, Graphics or Design. The course offers opportunities to develop your 

skills in painting, drawing, printmaking, three-dimensional work, graphics and ICT 

applications. Art also develops important transferable life skills that are relevant to 

any other course.  These include learning to think creatively and innovatively, to 

research and develop ideas, to develop visual awareness, to develop manual dexterity 

with materials, to analyze and deconstruct others’ work and to understand the wider 

cultural and historical context in which work is created. 

 

How will I be examined? 

An exhibition of coursework plus a ten-hour end of course exam.  The coursework 

exhibition will comprise a selection of your best projects over the two years, usually a 

minimum of 5 projects.  The examination title or theme will be made known to you 

eight weeks in advance of the timed test in order that you can thoroughly prepare your 

ideas.  The final GCSE marking is based on up to 60% coursework and 40% final 

exam. 

 

What students say: 

“The teachers are great and if you love Art this course is for you.” 

“I felt Art at GCSE really let me express my creativity!” 

 

Please note students will be expected to purchase Art equipment to the value of 

£20  for this course—please bear this in mind when choosing this option and speak 

to a member of the Key Stage 4 staff  if you need to discuss this matter further. 

GCSE Art  

 (OCR) 

Head of Department – Mr Heywood 
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Course Overview 

This is an innovative GCSE course which allows students to explore the development 

of business from its initial start up.  In the first year of the course students will learn 

about enterprise and how to put a business opportunity into practice.  During the year 

there will be opportunities to enter business challenges and to attend the annual  

Business Enterprise Live conference.  In the second year of the course students will 

follow the growth of the business and how this affects the initial aims and objectives. 

 

Why should I choose GCSE Business Studies as an option subject? 

Business Studies is a dynamic subject which covers topics that affect our everyday 

lives, from what shampoos to buy to which football team is top of the league.   

Everybody is involved in business. 

   

Students who follow this course will gain knowledge and understanding of business  

activity to enable them to participate in the practical aspects of business start up. 

 

How will I be examined? 

In accordance with the changes to GCSE assessments, all external examinations will 

be taken in May 2016, the second year of the course.  These are unit 1 (multiple 

choice paper, 45 minutes) and unit 3 (student-written developed responses, 1 hour 45 

minutes).  In June 2015, students will prepare for their second unit, a controlled  

assignment to be written in class under examination conditions.  Titles are given by 

Edexcel and students will be expected to prepare through personal research.  

Achievement of the three units will fulfil the GCSE examination requirement. 

 

What students say: 

Students have  particularly enjoyed the challenges and activities, which include a new 

product concept for Malteser,  a global enterprise challenge competition and  team  

enterprise projects.  There have been exciting discussions and debates on topical  

business issues as well as gained understanding of business start-up.  There is never a 

moment of boredom, with so much investigation, activity and challenge. 

 

GCSE Business Studies 

(Edexcel) 

  Head of Department – Mrs Pinkus 
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Course Overview 

The GCSE Catering course offers students the opportunity to develop food  

preparation and cooking skills. They will produce starters, mains and desserts to  

restaurant standards and serve these to invited ‘guests’. They will also study aspects 

of the catering industry in the UK. 

Key features: 

 Kitchen skills including food preparation and cooking for others 

 Serving food – front of house 

 Menu planning – nutritional balance 

 Event planning – customer service 

 

In Year 10 and Year 11 you will be developing your cooking skills and knowledge of  

ingredients. You will get the chance to cook a wide variety of dishes, become  

confident at following recipes and learn how to develop your own food products.   

 

How will I be examined? 

Controlled Assessment project = 60% (completed in Year 11)  

Written exam paper = 40% (completed in Year 11)  

Your final grade comes from a combination of 2 tasks and a written paper: 

Task 1: Prepare and cook four dishes – practical task 

Task 2: Prepare and cook a 2 course meal for two – practical task 

Task 3: Catering, food and the customer – written paper 

Throughout the course you will be learning knowledge for the exam as well as  

practising projects to help with your controlled assessment tasks. The tasks will be 

completed during lesson time although you may practise these a few times first. 

What students say: 

“I really love cooking, especially the cakes I have learnt to cook” 

“I have learnt so much on this course” 

“I am looking forward to using some of my skills I have learnt at home cooking for 

my family” 

“I am so glad I took this course, it has taught me so much” 

NB. Students will be expected to purchase their own ingredients for the catering 

course - please speak to a member of the KS4 team if you need to discuss this  

matter further. 

 

GCSE Design & Technology 

Catering        (WJEC) 

Head of Faculty - Mr Chalkley 
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GCSE  Design & Technology 

Electronic Products    (AQA) 

Head of Faculty - Mr Chalkley 

Course Overview  

The GCSE Electronics course offers students the experience of designing and making        

a range of circuit based products. 

Key features: 

 Soldering skills 

 How circuits work 

 Circuit simulation software and CAD programmes 

 3D product design 

 

At the beginning of Year 10 it’s all about practice! You will get the chance to improve 

and develop your circuit building skills, your drawing skills, your hand making and 

CAD CAM skills and then put everything together to make great products you will be 

proud of. In lessons you develop your skills in designing and making and have the  

opportunity to do lots of practical work. 

 

Update: There is still a large shor tfall in the number of students going on to 

study  

engineering based subjects like GCSE Electronics at A level and degree level. There 

are great careers out there waiting for you! 

 

How will I be examined? 

Your final grade comes from your Controlled Assessment project 60%, together with 

a written exam 40%. 

Throughout the course you will be learning knowledge for the exam as well as prac-

tice projects to help with your controlled assessment project. The project will be com-

pleted during lesson time and you will be able to select a theme from a  

selection given by the exam board AQA. 

 

 What students say: 

“I love the practicals because we get to make cool stuff that really works and take it 

home." 

“There's so much to learn, but the teachers are always there to help” 

“ I love using the equipment and learning new skills” 
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Course Overview 

 

GCSE Food Technology allows students to demonstrate their creativity when  

making food products as well as to gain an understanding of food science and  

nutrition. 

 

This two unit specification requires students to apply their knowledge and  

understanding of food science and nutrition when developing ideas, planning,  

producing products and evaluating them. This course has 60% controlled assessment 

in order to recognise the importance of practical work within this subject. 

 

Key features: 

 

 Cooking skills focussing on ingredients and presentation 

 Understanding the role of ingredients in a recipe 

 Healthy eating and nutritional analysis 

 

In Year 10 and Year 11 you will be developing your cooking skills and knowledge of  

ingredients. You will get the chance to cook a wide variety of dishes, become  

confident at following recipes and learn how to develop your own food products.  

 

How will I be examined? 

 

Controlled Assessment project = 60% (completed in Year 11) 

Written exam paper = 40% (completed in Year 11) 

Throughout the course you will be learning knowledge for the exam as well as  

practice projects to help with your controlled assessment task. The task will be  

completed during lesson time although you may practise these a few times at home. 

 

What students say: 

 

“I really like all the cooking we have done. I am much more confident at following  

recipe instructions than I ever imagined.” 

“We have to cook and serve food to ‘real people, it was scary at first, but now I really 

enjoy it.” 

“I loved this course and it has helped me be more confident in my cooking skills” 

NB. Students will be expected to purchase their own ingredients for the Food  

Technology course - please speak to a member of the KS4 team if you need to  

discuss this matter further. 

GCSE Design & Technology 

GCSE Food Technology   (AQA) 

Head of Faculty - Mr Chalkley 
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Course Overview 

The GCSE Graphics course offers students the experience of designing and making a 

range of creative marketing materials. 

  

Key features: 

 2D & 3D packaging nets 

 Packaging graphics and logo design 

 Drawing techniques – perspective drawing 

 3D product design 

 

In Year 10 you will be developing your designing and making skills through a range of  

practice projects. You will get the chance to explore your creativity by hand drawing and 

using software like ‘fireworks’, then put everything together to make great 3D marketing 

products you will be proud of. In lessons you develop your skills in designing & making 

and have the opportunity to do lots of practical work. Towards the end of Year 10 you 

start your Controlled Assessment project, worth 60% of your final grade. 

 

 How will I be examined? 

Your final grade comes from your Controlled Assessment project 60%, together with a  

written exam worth 40%. 

Throughout the course you will be acquiring  knowledge for the exam as well as  

practicing projects to help with your controlled assessment. The project will be  

completed during lesson time and you will be able to choose a theme from a selection 

given by the exam board ,AQA. 

 

 What students say: 

“We are always doing some kind of practical work in Graphics, we learn the skills, then 

we can just get on with it” 

 “There's so much to learn, but the teachers are always there to help” 

 “When I chose my specialist area of D&T, I thought about what I had made in Yr 7 and 

8, and the option tasters in Yr 9 and which one I enjoyed the most. I also thought about  

being a designer when I'm older and that helped me make a decision.” 

“I like the freedom we get in lessons. We get to design things the way we want them. It 

really feels like my work and not something we’ve been told to do.” 

GCSE  Design & Technology 

Graphic Products    (AQA) 

Head of Faculty - Mr Chalkley 
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GCSE Design & Technology 

Textiles      (AQA) 

Head of Faculty - Mr Chalkley 

Course Overview 

 

The GCSE Textiles course offers students the experience of designing and making a 

range of attractive and original products. 

 

Key features: 

 

 Sewing machine skills 

 Decorative techniques – appliqué, stencilling 

 Using CAD programs 

 Traditional, modern and smart materials 

 

At the beginning of Year 10, it’s all about practice! You will get the chance to improve 

and develop your sewing skills, your drawing skills and then put everything together 

to make great products you will be proud of. In lessons you develop your skills in 

designing & making and have the opportunity to do lots of practical work. 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

Towards the end of Year 10 you start your Controlled Assessment project, worth 60% 

of your final grade together with a written exam worth 40%. Throughout the course 

you will be acquiring knowledge for the exam as well as practice projects to help with 

your controlled assessment project. The project will be completed during lesson time 

and you will be able to select a theme from a selection given by the exam board AQA. 

 

What students say: 

 

“I love the practical work  and have learnt techniques to help with designing.” 

 “There's so much to learn, but help is always there when I get stuck.” 

 “You get to make things yourself, using your own ideas” 

 “I like the variety and choice of things to make and enjoy the freedom of developing 

my own designs.” 
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Course Overview 

Students taking Drama at GCSE level learn to work in a variety of situations. You will 

learn the importance of communication and of sharing ideas with others. The course is 

largely practical and encourages a creative approach. You will learn how to structure 

and formulate ideas into effective pieces of Drama through mime, improvisation, use 

of script, movement and speech. Students will have opportunities to explore technical 

theatre, set design, costume design, masks and make-up as well as acting. 

 

Why should I choose Drama as an option subject? 

GCSE Drama provides you with practical and dynamic lessons that allow you to make 

decisions about your learning right from the start. Drama gives you the opportunity to 

develop crucial teamwork and leadership skills; builds your awareness and  

understanding of the world around you and gives you the freedom to create and  

explore situations, issues and plays in the most interesting ways that you can think of. 

The only thing that can hold you back is the limit of your own imagination! 

 

How will I be examined? 

The course includes two controlled assessment units. These are assessed through  

practical workshops and written portfolios. You will be asked to explore plays and 

themes through your participation in drama activities, review a live theatre production, 

evaluate your own work and the work of others in these units. These units are assessed 

by your teacher and will be moderated externally. The final unit is a performance ex-

am. You will be working in small groups to present a piece of drama to a public  

audience. Students will always have the opportunity to explore a backstage role in this 

unit instead of performing. This unit will be examined externally. 

 

What students say: 

“I found that Drama made me more confident and I loved the performing side. Drama 

was hard work but because it’s so enjoyable and you get lots of support from the  

teachers you can succeed and get a very good grade.” 

“A fantastic feeling when the audience applauds your performance. It builds  

confidence!” 

“GCSE Drama is lots of fun and a great experience.” 

“Even if you don’t want to act, it offers technical theatre knowledge so you can explore 

the entire drama world.” 

“I would recommend Drama if you’re ready to work for something you’ll enjoy.” 
 
 

GCSE Drama  

(Edexcel) 

Head of Faculty - Mr  Knowles 
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Course Overview 
Geography at GCSE follows the Edexcel (B) specification.  There are four units that 

are covered in this course.  

 Unit 1  looks at 6 different physical topics within Geography ranging from 

earthquakes and volcanoes to extreme environments.   

 Unit 2  looks at six different human topics from population to the world of work.  

 Unit 3 is a decision making exercise. You will be asked to make an informed  

       decision about a current geographical issue.  

 Unit 4,  requires you to undertake an investigation into an aspect of Geography. 

The investigation will require you to take part in a field trip.  

 

Why should I choose Geography as an option subject? 
Geography is one of the most relevant and interesting subjects you can study.  

Geography constantly affects your life and the world around you. By studying the 

subject you will experience and learn a wide variety of skills and practise them on 

field trips outside the classroom. Geographers are well rounded students and this is 

viewed favourably by university admissions. Geography is well taught at GCSE and 

has excellent results. On top of all that, it’s good fun and enjoyed by pupils already 

on the course. 

 

How will I be examined? 
Unit 1, 2 and 3 are comprised of three examinations that are taken in Year 11.  In Unit 

4 students take part in field trips, collect data and analyse results.  They then 

produce a piece of coursework.  Each unit of work is worth 25% of the final grade for 

Geography. 

 

What students say: 
“I am finding the Geography GCSE really good fun and I am finding out things I  

always wanted to know the answer to” 

“I am really looking forward to the field trip!” 

“Geography is my favourite subject now…” 

 

Please note students will be expected to attend a compulsory field trip for this 

course - please bear this in mind when choosing this option and speak to a  

member of the Key Stage 4 staff  if you need to discuss this matter further. 

GCSE Geography  

(Edexcel) 
Head of Department – Ms Fricker 
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Course Overview 

 

A fascinating two year course which covers two broad subject areas. 'The American 

West' and 'Medicine Through Time'. We begin in Year 10 looking at how America 

was transformed from an empty wilderness to the superpower it has now become. 

Indians, generals, cowboys and vigilantes all have their part to play. 

 

In Year 11 we engage with  20,000 years of history: from pre-historic skull trephining 

to open heart surgery,- we cover it all! The course provides a fascinating opportunity 

for us to study every major civilisation since the dawn of man. Egyptians, Greeks 

and Romans are covered while the thematic structure of the course means we touch 

on many of the major wars and events that have shaped the world we live in. 

 

Why should I choose History as an option subject? 

 

History students are rounded individuals who develop an understanding of both the 

past and present. At Bushey Meads we emphasise that the pursuit of historical events 

and people is above all else…fun! Studying History is a form of time travel in which 

we question and analyse how the world we live in has evolved over time. 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

History is examined through two exams which are sat at the end of the course and 

make up 75% of the final mark. The other 25% is made up of a controlled assessment 

based on a fascinating study into modern China, a country which continues to amaze 

in many ways. 

 

What students say: 

 

“Having studied History at Bushey Meads for two years I can honestly say I've loved 

every minute. Well, nearly!” 

“What other subject could tell you who 'Billy the Kid' really was and explain why 

pre-historic people cut holes in each others’ skulls.” 

“ If you have a questioning mind then History really must be for you.” 

 

GCSE History  

(OCR) 

Head of Faculty - Mr  Newbold 



13 

 

 

Course Overview 

 
The two year MFL GCSE course covers relevant topics such as lifestyle, relationships, 

work, leisure and holidays. In Year 10, students prepare and record two speaking 

assessments worth 15% each. In Year 11, two or more writing assessments, also worth 

15% each, are completed. The external exams usually take place in May of Year 11 

and consist of a listening and a reading exam, both of which are worth 20%. Support 

sessions are run throughout the year and are focused at times of assessment. Teachers 

are available for help and advice at any time.  

 

Why should I choose Modern Foreign Languages as an option subject?    

 

Learning another language can enhance your employment and mobility prospects, 

whether you want a career in business, engineering, fashion or world class football. 

Learning a language will help you to develop skills that will be extremely useful to 

you.  It can help you to develop key communication skills, working with others and 

improving your own learning and performance. 75% of people on the planet do not 

speak English. Therefore you can communicate with many more people if you learn 

their language. 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

In order to achieve the best possible results at GCSE, you will be sitting 4 units. The  

skills-based units are broken down as follows:  

 Unit 1 Listening: 20%,  

 Unit 2 Reading 20%,  

 Unit 3 Speaking 30% which are internally assessed with your teacher  

 Unit 4 writing 30%.  

The two speaking and two writing tests are controlled assessments i.e. conducted in 

school under supervision, and then externally marked by the exam board. The 

speaking tests will be held with your teacher in Year 10. 

  

What students say: 

 

“It’s useful if you want to work in a foreign country” 

“I was good at it in Key Stage 3” 

“I’ve been doing it since Year 5 so it makes sense to carry on” 

“It makes me look clever” 

“It looks really good on your CV.” 
 

 

 

GCSE Modern Foreign Languages  

(AQA) 

Head of Faculty - Ms Dawson 
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Course Overview 

Music is a two year GCSE course which is made up of four units: 

 

 Integrated Tasks - a performance, a composition and a commentary. 

 Practical Portfolio - a group performance, a composition, a log and evaluation. 

 Creative Task - creating and communicating a short piece of music in response                  

        to a given stimulus (from a choice of 6 stimuli). 

 Listening Examination – answering questions based on extracts of music. 

 

You will develop your musical understanding through the interrelated activities of   

performing/realising and composing, and listening and appraising. You will be 

learning through four Areas of Study which include a range of music from the past 

and present, from the western classical tradition and other world cultures. 

 

 

Why should I choose Music as an option subject? 

GCSE Music aims to develop your interest and enjoyment of music that will be 

sustained into later life.  You will be able to develop your own musical interests and 

skills both as an individual and a member of a group.  You will develop your 

understanding and appreciation of a range of different types of music as well as 

broader life skills such as creative thinking and cultural understanding. 

 

 

How will I be examined? 

The course is 60% coursework which includes two compositions, one solo 

performance and one ensemble performance (the integrated tasks and the practical 

portfolio, both controlled assessments).  The creative task is worth 15% and the 

listening test is worth the final 25%.  Both of these are externally assessed. 

 

What students say: 

“I really enjoyed Music at Key Stage 3 and GCSE Music is even better!” 

“We’re learning about loads of different styles which cover a broad range so that 

there is something that interests everybody.” 

“ I’m learning how to compose my own music and enjoying practical lessons where 

we perform in groups”   

“My confidence in my abilities as a musician has definitely improved.” 
 

 

GCSE Music 

(OCR) 

Head of Department - Ms Lavelle 
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Course Overview 
The success of the London 2012 Olympics has made it a great time for sport in the 

UK. GCSE PE is a fantastic opportunity for students to gain an examination  

qualification in sport and physical activity. The course gives students a valuable insight 

into the theory behind physical education as well as providing further opportunities for 

students to develop their practical skills. Over the 2 year course students explore the 

various benefits of leading an active, healthy lifestyle and explore the many factors 

that impact on people’s health and fitness. This includes fitness training, nutrition,  

education, sports psychology and sports physiology. Students will also investigate 

ways to improve their own sporting performance and how this relates to the top level 

of sport. 

 

Why should I choose Physical Education as an option subject? 
If you enjoy participating in sport and physical activity and have an interest in your  

overall health and sporting performance, you will enjoy the many different aspects of 

the course. You will have one additional hour of practical PE a week as well as the  

opportunity to learn theory through the medium of sport and physical activity. GCSE 

PE will improve your fitness and your own sporting performance and provide you with 

an excellent opportunity to develop your knowledge in an ever-growing field. GCSE 

PE is suited  those students with strong all-round practical ability in a range of sports.  

 

How will I be examined? 

PE is examined through both practical ability and theoretical knowledge. Students 

complete 2 theoretical exams at the end of Year 11 (40%) in addition to two Controlled  

Assessment tasks (10%). 50% of the overall mark is based around practical  

performance in 4 different sports activities and this is assessed throughout the 2 year 

course. Students can also be assessed in coaching and officiating. If students  

participate in sports outside of school these can also be graded if recognised by the ex-

am board. 

 

What students say; 
“It’s not the easiest but if you put the work in you will come out with great results” 

“The theory can be challenging but if you like sport and work hard you will come out 

with good grades in the end” 

“I really enjoyed the range of practical activities and I found I got much better at the 

sports I wasn't so good at” 

“The lessons were good fun and it was really good when we learnt the theory through 

a practical activity.” 

Please note students will be expected to attend a compulsory trip to Cornwall  for 

this course - please bear this in mind when choosing this option and speak to a  

member of the Key Stage 4 staff  if you need to discuss this matter further. 

GCSE Physical Education 

(OCR) 

Head of Faculty - Mr Cartledge 
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Course Overview 

 

GCSE Religious Studies is a two year course which places an emphasis on Philosophy 

and Ethics. The course is made up of 4 units: 

 

 Deity, Religious and Spiritual Experience, End of Life 

 Good and Evil, Revelation, Science 

 Relationships, Medical Ethics, Poverty and Wealth 

 Peace and Justice, Equality, Media. 

 

Why should I choose Religious Studies as an option subject? 

 

It can help students answer the many difficult questions and issues they face each day 

by encouraging self-understanding, self-expression and an appreciation of the world 

in which we live. The course helps students realise how important beliefs and values 

are in shaping a person’s life and it fosters acceptance of different views and cultures. 

 

Students are encouraged to take part in group activities and class discussions whilst 

maintaining an individual style when learning. This enables confidence, awareness of 

themselves and ensures they understand how to resolve conflict. All these attributes 

are considered to be of value by employers. 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

Each unit contributes 25% of the total GCSE mark. Each unit is a one hour written 

examination. Students will sit an examination at the end of Year 11. 

 

What students say: 

 

“Interesting.” 

“I look forward to finding out what Mrs Moore has to say about certain matters!” 

“I like being able to express my opinion and learn about what others think.” 

 

 

 

GCSE  Religious Studies  

(OCR) 

Head of Department - Mrs Moore 
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Course Overview 

Studying ICT allows you to study the following content within a range of realistic 

contexts which include the home, leisure, recreation, school and education, the  

community, public services, business and industry: 

 

       .    Current and emerging technologies 

 A range of  ICT tools and techniques 

 Society’s use of ICT 

 ICT systems and applications 

 Collaborative working 

 

Studying ICT in Year 10 you focus on preparing for the assessed assignment. You will 

be given situations and, working independently, you will be asked to solve tasks  

requiring independent use of ICT. In Year 11 we spend more time preparing for exams 

and completing the second controlled assessment.  This requires you to solve a  

practical problem with ICT. The practical tasks require you to use both the theoretical 

ICT knowledge you have as well as all the practical skills that you have gained both in 

and out of school. 

 

Why should I choose ICT? 

To provide you with the motivation and support to become confident and 

successful in the technical world in which you live. 

 

How will I be examined? 

Computing is assessed through two controlled assignments and an examination.  The 

controlled assignments are both worth 30% of the qualification and the exam is worth 

40%. There are many keys to success in this subject; but one of the simplest ways to 

do well is to work hard and be consistent.  Get as much as you can from the controlled 

assessment tasks and then you will feel  

upbeat and confident about doing well in the exam. 

 

What students say: 

Students love ICT. For most students it is easy to apply the skills you use every day to 

solve problems given to you. Students like the fact that a GCSE in ICT crosses all oth-

er curriculum areas. 
 

 

ICT GCSE  

(AQA ) 

Head of Faculty - Ms Heartfield  
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Course Overview 

The course will give you a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology 

works. You are no doubt already familiar with the use of technology at home and at 

school. This course will give you an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’,  

showing you how computer programming is at  the very heart of most technology we 

use. It’s fascinating! 

 

Why should I choose Computer Science? 

There is a national shortage of computer programmers and the increasing importance 

of information technologies means that there is a growing demand for professionals 

who are qualified in this area. This course provides an excellent foundation for high-

er study and employment in the field of Computer Science. Students who have taken 

a GCSE in Computer Science and who then progress to study the subject at A Level 

or university will have an advantage over their colleagues who are picking up the 

subject at these levels. The course also develops critical thinking, analysis and prob-

lem-solving skills. For many students, it’ll be a fun and interesting way to  

develop these skills, which can be transferred to other subjects and even applied in  

day-to-day life. In this respect, the course will make an excellent preparation for 

learners who want to study or work in areas that rely on these skills, especially where 

they are applied to technical problems. These areas include engineering, financial 

and resource management, science and Medicine.  We aim to help you become  

confident users of technology. Understanding the world around you rather than just 

“using” it. We strive for the best in this faculty and will go the extra mile to help you 

achieve the best you can. 

 

How will I be examined? 
Computer Science is assessed through practical case studies and examination. The 

practical investigation is worth 30%. The programming project is worth 30% and the 

exam is worth 40%. There are many keys to success in this subject; but one of the  

simplest ways to do well is to work hard and be consistent. Get as much as you can 

from the controlled assessment practical tasks and then you will feel upbeat and  

confident about doing well in the exam. 

 

What students say: 
Students love programming – choosing to complete projects in their own time, just 

for fun! They take exceptional pride in being able to control the technology around 

them and fully understand HOW something works rather than just using it. 

GCSE Computer Science  

(OCR) 

Head of Faculty - Ms Heartfield  
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Psychology  

(OCR) 

Head of Faculty - Ms Knowles 

Course Overview 

Psychology is the “ study of the mind” 

The course covers a range of topics for example: 

 Sex and Gender—gender differences in behaviour 

 Memory—how memory works 

 Attachment—how childhood experiences effect  how you develop as an adult 

 Obedience—why we follow orders 

 Atypical behaviour—phobias mental disorders 

 Criminal behaviour—are people born criminals or made in to criminals? Criminal 

personality 

 Perception—Visual perception, “there is more to seeing than meets the eye” 

 Cognitive development—how do we develop our ability to think, learn, speak and 

behave? 

 Non verbal communication—body language—facial expressions 

 The self,   how is our identity formed? Self-esteem 

 Research in Psychology—research is always approached in a certain way: 

         planning, doing and analysing 

 

What is our aim? 

Are you curious why people act the way that they do? 

Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour. The GCSE course provides you 

with a sound understanding of the various methods and approaches in psychology at an 

introductory level. You are introduced to a variety of topics which have been chosen for 

their importance and prominence within the core area and their relevance to every day 

life. The course develops analytical and critical thinking skills and encourages an  

appreciation of “how psychology works”. You learn to question and discuss psychology 

issues that may affect your own life, the direction of society and the future of the world. 

 

 How will I be examined? 

Course components: 

Unit 1—Studies and Application in Psychology 1—1 Hour 30 minute exam—40% of 

the marks 

Unit 2—Studies and Application in Psychology 2—1 Hour 30 Minutes exam—40% of 

the marks 

Unit 3—Research in Psychology—I Hour—20% of the marks.  

 

Units 1 and 2 compile the taught theory elements of the course whilst unit 3 is taught in 

a synoptic way through investigative activities and ongoing theory elements included 

within topics. 
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Course Overview 

 

This course aims to help students understand modern British society through the study 

of key social structures and the parts played in them by groups and individuals. 

 

Course Content 

 

The course is divided into three units:- 

 Unit 1—Sociology basics includes an introduction to the key concepts of  

         Sociology and an introduction to the nature of sociological research and evidence 

 Unit 2—Socialisation, Culture and Identity includes three ‘sub units’ - sociology 

of the family, sociology of youth and sociology of crime and deviance. 

 Unit 3—Evaluating sociology research techniques. This involved studying how 

sociologists develop and test theories that explain behaviour and differences in  

         society.  

 

Why should I choose Sociology? 

 

Sociology is a course which involves a lot of reading and written work.  In lessons and 

for homework, you will spend time reading and discussing sources and information and 

completing written tasks based upon them.  A great emphasis is placed on the use of  

sociological concepts and skills to explain the topic under investigation. 

 

There are opportunities for group and paired work, as well as whole class tasks, with 

time in lessons for  discussions and question/answer work. 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

There is no coursework or controlled assessment in this subject; instead there will be 

three exam papers:- 

 

·         Paper 1 (Unit 1)            1 hour 

·         Paper 2 (Unit 2)            1½ hours 

·         Paper 3 (Unit 3)            1 hour 

 

Students will sit an exam for each unit at the end of Year 11.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sociology   

(AQA) 

Head of Faculty - Ms Knowles 
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BTEC First Award level 2  

Information and Creative  

Technology 

Head of Faculty - Ms Heartfield 

Course Overview 

 

The BTEC First gives you the opportunity to study technical areas of computing as well 

as allowing you to be creative. 

 

In Year 10 you will complete 4 of your coursework units which may include looking at 

computational thinking, website development and installing and maintaining computer 

hardware. You will need to develop a digital portfolio to present your work. 

 

In Year 11 we spend more time preparing for the two exam units and completing the 

other two coursework units. These units will include learning about the online world, 

technology systems and the development of multimedia products.  

 

 

What is our aim? 

 

We want you to become confident users of technology. Understanding the world around 

you rather than just “using” it.  We aim to make the BTEC course relevant to you in the 

“real world”, using examples that you know and probably use at home anyway. 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

The Btec First is assessed through the completion of 8 units. 6 of these are coursework 

units and are internally assessed. Two units are exam units and require will require you 

to sit two one hour online exams 

 

Consistent hard work on all of the units is key to success in this subject. All the units 

have the same weighting so it is important to focus equally on the units and not just on 

those you like! 

 

What students say: 

 

Students who have studied BTEC like the variety of tasks and the application of skills 

you use every day to solve problems given to you. They report that there is never a 

chance to get bored as you move quickly from unit to unit. 
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Course Overview 

 

BTEC Performing Arts is a two year course equivalent to 1 GCSE (grade A*-C). This 

is a vocational course with several pathways, allowing you to specialise in one specific  

performing arts area or to experience a range of arts.  The decision is down to you. As 

this course is vocational, the emphasis is on what you do practically. The course is 

100% coursework and is designed to give you the opportunity to work as a performing 

arts employee in real life situations.  

 

Why should I choose the BTEC First Award in Performing Arts as an  

option subject? 

 

This course is looking for the most creatively minded students out there. If you are  

interested in creating performances as an actor, dancer, or part of a production team; if 

you want to take part in exciting projects such as touring local schools with  

performance workshops and performing your own productions to public audiences; if 

you want to meet and work with industry professionals; if you want to develop your  

self-discipline, independence, teamwork and management skills in order to progress in 

any creative Industry, then this is the course for you! 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

BTEC Performing Arts is entirely coursework based. You will be examined through a  

series of mini-projects making up three units. While learning about Performing Arts 

career opportunities and the process of putting on a production are compulsory, there 

are optional units that can include work completed outside of school hours such as 

dance performances and work in the school production. Each project will receive 

grades of pass, merit or distinction. The more you put in, the more you will achieve.  

 

What students say: 

 

“I think Performing Arts is very interesting. It’s really cool that we don’t have to take 

any exams! I always look forward to my lessons and I have become more organised 

than before because we have to keep a log of everything we do.” 

“Performing Arts opens your eyes to more than just Drama. Plus you can incorporate  

current affairs and outside of school activities into your actual studies. It’s a huge part 

of my life.” 

“You learn but have fun at the same time. It’s great.” 

“Taking Performing Arts is the best decision I’ve ever made.” 
 

 

 

BTEC First Award in  

Performing Arts 

Head of Faculty - Mr  Knowles 
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Course Overview 

 

This qualification provides the opportunity to gain a vocational qualification that gives 

a basic introduction to the sector. It has been designed to meet the needs of learners 

from the age of 14 years. It includes the knowledge and understanding of child 

development and well-being necessary for working with children in a variety of 

settings. It is aimed at a range of learners who wish to be introduced to childcare and 

development for children aged 0-5 years. It also gives learners an insight into their 

preferred learning styles and assists in developing their ability to study.  

 

Why should I choose Child Development and Care? 

 

Our aim is to introduce you to many of the skills required to work with children, as 

well as to understand child development and the ways a person can affect a child's life.  

 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

Assessment is via two internally assessed graded Assessment Tasks and an externally 

assessed Synoptic Assessment unit, which is assessed via a Multiple Choice Paper. The 

Award is graded from A* to D. This qualification consists of 3 units: two graded A*- D 

assessed by a graded Assessment Task; and a Synoptic Assessment unit which is 

assessed via a Multiple Choice Paper.  

 

Learners must achieve three units:  

  

•  Units 1 and 2. Guided Learning  Hours: 120  

•  Unit 3. Multiple Choice Question Paper. Guided Learning Hours: 5  
  
 

What students say:  
 

“The course is hands on and I am learning different ways of completing assignments, 

rather than just writing an essay.” 

“The course is helping me to understand children as I want to become a Nursery nurse 

in the future.” 

Level 2 Award in Child  

Development and Care  (CACHE) 

Head of Faculty - Ms Knowles 
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GCSE Mathematics  

(Edexcel) 

Head of Faculty - Mr Varsani 

 

Course Overview 

 

The Mathematics for GCSE develops the areas studied in Key Stage 3. You study 

the full range of Mathematics: Number, Algebra, Geometry and Statistics.  

Included in the course is investigational work and a Statistics project.   

 

You will have lots of opportunity to use ICT in Maths through websites such as  

MyMaths and Super Maths World.  To support your studies, Maths Surgeries are  

offered where a member of the Maths team and some A-Level Maths students are 

at hand to help you with any difficulties you may be experiencing.   

 

As part of the course, our top year 10 students are entered in to the UK Maths  

Challenge where they get to battle their wits against other Mathematicians across 

the country! 

 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

GCSE Mathematics is examined by two written papers. There is no coursework 

or controlled assessment. Paper 1 is non-calculator, Paper 2 is completed using a  

calculator. There are two tiers of entry: Higher tier covering grades A* to E and  

Foundation tier for grades C to G. Some of the top sets will study GCSE Statis-

tics which is examined by one written  paper, worth 80% of the marks, and a  

controlled assessment worth 20%. 

 

 

What students say: 

 

“The subject you would use most in your life.” 

“I just love it”. 

“Maths is used for solving problems”. 

“The teachers are always willing to help”. 

“The Maths department is wonderful.”. 
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GCSE English 

(AQA) 

Head Of Faculty - Mr Dawson 

 

Course Overview 

Studying English in Year 10 gains you two GCSEs: in English and English  

Literature. In Year 10 you focus on coursework:  preparing assignments in class, 

working through ideas from your teacher and your classmates and  finally writing 

up your work as controlled assessments. 

 

There is also an opportunity to earn marks towards your final grade with spoken  

coursework:  taking on “in-role” work (as you might do in Drama lessons);  

working on a project in groups (such as creating a new product for a McDonald’s 

menu) or giving a presentation to the class (perhaps on a specific theme, an  

analysis of a film you have chosen to study). 

 

In Year 11 we spend more time preparing for exams.  But whichever year you are 

in, the goal of the department is to make English challenging and exciting. 

 

 

What is our aim ? 

Always the same—we aim to help you become confident communicators.  An 

English GCSE is a symbol of an outgoing and successful student: someone who 

can read between the lines; someone who can write imaginatively and with style; 

and someone who can listen to others and speak his or her mind. 

 

How will I be examined? 

English is assessed through coursework and examination.  For the English GCSE, 

40% of the marks are for coursework; 60% for the exam. There are many keys to 

success in this subject; but one of the simplest ways to do well is to be consistent 

and reliable.  That way you will get as much out of the coursework as you can – 

and will feel upbeat and confident about doing well in exams! 

 

What students say: 

Students like English – and liking the lessons is one of the keys to success.  They  

mention certain texts (‘Of Mice and Men’ is always a favourite), they look back 

with pride at their coursework (“I’m keeping mine safe:  it’s some of the best work 

I’ve done!”).  They like the more mature style of work; they like the more  

challenging texts they encounter (“I really enjoyed the poetry from other  

cultures”). 
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GCSE Science 

Core, Additional & Additional Applied      
(AQA)  

Head of Faculty - Mr Bilton 

Course Overview 

Students that are not completing separate Sciences will begin their GCSE Science studies in Year 10. 

During Year 9 they will complete a KS3 course designed to bridge the gap between KS3 and KS4, 

developing their analytical and practical skills, and allowing them to apply their understanding to 

different scenarios. The GCSE programme of study consists of two distinct sections.  All students 

complete GCSE Science A (Core Science) during Year 10. In Year 11, students will  complete GCSE 

Additional Science.  At the end of Year 11, students who have completed the GCSE Science course will 

be awarded two GCSE qualifications. 

GCSE Science A provides a solid foundation for many core scientific concepts. It allows students to 

develop their understanding and begin to think critically about data, investigations and methodology. It 

introduces fundamental principles, many of which are completely new to the students. 

In Year 11, GCSE Additional Science continues in the vein of Science A, developing fundamental ideas 

and delving deeper into theories and models introduced in Year 10.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will I be examined? 

Each GCSE is a separate award, and so at the end of the course you will gain 2 GCSEs, one for your Year 

10 study and one for your Year 11 study. The table below shows the format of assessment for each GCSE 

in the course. 

 

 
 

 

  

  

Year 

9 
KS3 Science 

Year 

10 
GCSE Science A 

Year 

11 
GCSE Additional Science  

GCSE Science 

A 

Unit 1: 

 Biology 1 

Unit 2: 

Chemistry 1 

Unit 3: 

Physics 1 

Unit 4:  

Controlled  

Assessment 

Format 1 hour written 

exam 

1 hour written 

exam 

1 hour written 

exam 

2 written  

assessments, 

plus practical 

work 

Marks 

 

60 60 60 50 

Weighting 

 

25% 25% 25% 25% 

GCSE  

Additional  

Science 

Unit 1: 

 Biology 2 

Unit 2: 

Chemistry 2 

Unit 3: 

 Physics 2 

Unit 4:  

Controlled  

Assessment 

Format 1 hour written 

exam 

1 hour written 

exam 

1 hour written 

exam 

2 written  

assessments, 

plus practical 

work 

Marks 

 

60 60 60 50 

Weighting 

 

25% 25% 25% 25% 
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GCSE Science 

GCSE Separate Sciences  (AQA) 

Head of Faculty - Mr Bilton 
 

Course Overview 

The GCSE Separate Science course actually consists of three individual GCSEs; Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics.  Students who study separate Sciences will begin in Year 9, taking 

three years to complete the qualifications and gaining three GCSEs.  Separate Sciences 

provides a thorough and detailed understanding of a wide range of key scientific concepts, 

as well as developing students’ ability to analyse information, think critically and 

understand how science works. This is especially important today as the media is full of 

scientific reports, and it’s vital that they are understood properly. 

Topics covered in Separate Science include: 

 

 Biology: Nerves; genetic var iation; photosynthesis; cell division; and 

homeostasis 

 Chemistry: Metals; crude oil; atomic structure; rates of reaction; and energy         

changes 

 Physics: Energy; electr icity; forces; radioactivity; nuclear fusion; and medical 

physics 

 
How will I be examined? 

Each subject consists of three units and a controlled assessment. Each unit is assessed by 

an examination worth 25%, and the controlled assessment is also worth 25%. The course 

is linear and so all examinations will take place in the summer of Year 11. However, the 

controlled assessment is completed before this point.  The table below shows the format of 

assessment for each GCSE in the Separate Science course. 

 
What students say: 

Students that study Separate Science enjoy the challenge offered by the course. They have 

to work hard, but they are rewarded with a broad and detailed understanding of a wide 

range of scientific concepts. They are supported by a faculty that loves their subject and 

cares about helping the students achieve their full potential. 

Year 

9 
Biology 1 Chemistry 1 Physics 1 

Year 

10 
Biology 2 Chemistry 2 Physics 2 

Year 

11 
Biology 3 Chemistry 3 Physics 3 

  Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4: Controlled 

Assessment 

Format 1 hour written ex-

am 

1 hour written ex-

am 

1 hour written ex-

am 

2 written  

assessments, plus 

practical work 

Marks 

 

60 60 60 50 

Weighting 

 

25% 25% 25% 25% 
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CORE Physical Education 

Head of Faculty - Mr Cartledge 

 

Course Overview 

In Key Stage 4 ALL students follow the “core” Physical Education curriculum, based 

on two lessons per week in both Year 10 and 11. This is a compulsory part of the school  

curriculum and provides opportunities for students to specialise in their favoured  

activities and follow a curriculum best suited to their interests and abilities. Throughout 

the key stage, students are given opportunities to participate in physical activity aimed 

at promoting a healthy lifestyle.  In extra-curricular time competitive team sports are  

offered in all the major games and athletics and recreational clubs are run in a range of 

other activities e.g. badminton, table tennis and trampolining. 

 

“Core” Physical Education is based around encouraging students to regularly  

participate in health related physical activity.  Students are encouraged to take a greater 

ownership over their learning and each group is given a degree of choice over the  

curriculum they follow.  All students are encouraged to play a more active role in the  

lesson and take on leadership roles such as coaching, officiating and leading warm-ups. 

All students will be allocated to groups which best suit their ability and interests. 

 

In the autumn and spring terms students follow a programme of major and minor  

activities.  This is based around the more traditional activities and some new activities 

are introduced into Key Stage 4.  To extend the range of opportunities at Key Stage 4 

there is the opportunity to participate in off-site activities or to participate in specialist  

activities provided by external coaches.  In recent years these have included the use of 

the gym at the Bushey Country Club and Self-defence lessons with a qualified  

instructor. In addition all students follow an examination based qualification depending 

on their own strengths and their previous attainment in PE in KS3. Some students will 

follow the Level 1 Sports Leadership Award while other students follow the ASDAN 

Health and Fitness Awards. This enables all students to gain a sports related  

qualification. 

 

What students say: 

 “I really enjoyed the wider range of activities that we could take part in – it was great 

to go to the gym and use the facilities.” 

“We had a lot more game time and we got to choose what activities we wanted to do.” 

“We got to a lot more of the sports we liked and play larger sided games.” 



29 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Core Religious Education 

Head of Department - Mrs Moore 

 

Course Overview 

 

Although we are committed to challenging our students to achieve the 

highest academic grades possible, we are also aware of the need to  

develop the whole child and prepare students for the world beyond 

Bushey Meads. 

 

Religious Studies is delivered in ‘themed’ days. These themes include: 

 

 Genocide and Compassion 

 Genetic Engineering 

 Matters of Life and Death 

 

Students engage in more intense activities which challenge their  

understanding of the world around them and allow them time to evaluate 

the different religious, spiritual and moral cultural aspects of their lives. 

A wide variety of teaching and learning styles are employed - discussion, 

interactive CD ROMS, simulations, films and clips from TV, roleplays 

and group work to name but a few. 

 

 

How will I be examined? 

 

There is no examination for this course. 
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One of the most confusing aspects of the Year 9 into Year10 option process can 

be the whole host of new terminology that is often encountered at this time. With 

this in mind we have created a brief guide to some of the most commonly used 

terms and abbreviations. Should you have any queries regarding terminology 

please do not hesitate to ask a member of the Key Stage 4 staff. 

Key Stage 4  

Glossary 

 

 

BTEC - BTEC qualifications are undertaken in 'vocational' subjects for example  

Performing Arts.  They are equivalent to other qualifications such as GCSEs and A  

Levels but a particular difference is that they tend to be based on practical work or  

coursework rather than timed examinations. 

Compulsory or Core Subjects - Some exam subjects must be taken at Bushey 

Meads and these are described as compulsory or Core subjects.  These subjects are 

English, Maths, Science, and Technology.  Some subjects must be taken but do not 

necessarily lead to an exam. These are PE and RE. 

Controlled Assessment - Controlled assessments have replaced coursework in the  

majority of subjects here at Bushey Meads.  A controlled assessment is a piece of 

work completed in class which contributes to the final grade a student will 

achieve.  This can be worth anything up to 60% of the final mark. 

GCSE - The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is the name giv-

en to the set of qualifications taken by secondary school students at age 14-16.  

Grades and Pass Marks - Grades awarded at GCSE range from A* to G.  This 

final grade will take into account the final exam mark and if applicable any 

coursework submitted.  GCSE grades D-G mean that the pupil has passed their 

GCSEs at level 1 of the National Qualifications Framework, while grades C-A* 

represent passes at level 2 (level 3 is A level standard).  If you would like to go on 

to study A levels at Bushey Meads, you will need to obtain 5 A*-C grades as a 

minimum entry requirements.  

Key Stage 4 - This is the legal term for the two years of study leading up to the 

GCSE exams, normally  known as Year 10 and Year 11. 

Option Subjects - These subjects are the choices you can choose to study in KS4. 

They can be traditional GCSEs such as Art, Geography and History, or more  

vocational BTEC options.  

What is a GCSE worth? - A subject such as History is usually worth one full 

GCSE qualification.  However in Science students often sit double qualifications 

(equal to 2 GCSEs). 


