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Diary Dates 
 

16th December 2014 
Year 11 London Dungeon Visit 

 
18th December 2014 

Year 7 Christmas Party 
 

19th December 2014 
Last day of term – school closes  

at 12.15pm 
 

5th January 2015 
Start of Spring Term – school starts 

at 11am for all students 
 

8th January 2015 
PPE Results Afternoon 

PPEs at BMS 
By Mr Turner, Executive Principal 
 
I would like to congratulate all our hardworking Year 11 students 
who have been taking their all-important Pre Public Exams (PPEs) 
over the last two weeks. Without exception, all the students I have 
spoken to have really appreciated the ‘real experience’ offered – 
knowing that next time they sit in the exam hall it will be to 
undertake their actual GCSE examinations. These exams, as we 
know, will unlock doors for the future that will shape their Post 16 
studies, their university applications, any future employment, their 
earning capacity and in short the rest of their lives! 
 

The PPE Results afternoon will be taking place on Thursday 8th 
January when all the Year 11s will be gathering nervously in the 
Main Hall to find out how they have done in their exams – 
recreating what it will be like in August 2015, and opening that all 
important envelope and finding out the grades that will shape 
their future. 
 
I would like to thank Assistant Headteacher Mr Arnold, Mrs Fisher 
our hardworking Exams Officer and all the dedicated Exam 
Invigilators for ensuring that the PPEs have gone as smoothly as 
possible at this all important time. 
 

http://goo.gl/SWc6eq
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Junaid, 10Beech 
 

Junaid has been nominated by staff for his excellent attitude 
to his studies.  
 
He submitted an excellent response to the anti-bullying 
competition and was also nominated for his excellent work 
in Spanish. 

Megan, 12Elm 

Our KS5 student of the week this week is Megan who is 

currently in Year 12. She has been awarded this for her 

outstanding effort in all her lessons and her participation 

in community service.  

Megan is currently studying Drama, English Literature, 

History, and Media Studies. 

 

Megan, 9Maple 
 
Megan has been chosen as the Key Stage 3 Student of the 
Week.  She has been nominated by the Pastoral Manager, 
Ms Dhanecha, for a continued positive attitude towards her 
learning.   
 
At short notice, she was asked this week to take some 
prospectus candidates on a school tour which she hosted 
effectively and willingly.  The candidates were very 
impressed with how she conducted herself. 
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Saracens Cheerleading Competition 
Sunday 7th December 
Mrs Cooper, PE & Health Teacher 
 
On Sunday the Year 9 cheerleading team took to the floor at The 
Allianz stadium to perform their cheerleading routine in front of over 
300 people.  The routine was choreographed by Leann of Saracens, 
who coached the girls.  The girls have worked really hard over the 
last 10 weeks to develop their performance. 

 

 
 
Bushey Meads have been part of the Sportivate programme which sees 
funding made available to Saracens to work with selected schools across 
Hertfordshire and North London to develop cheerleading.  All the hard 
work culminated in Sunday’s competition where 8 primary schools and 
12 secondary schools competed to become champions. 
 
 
 

Whilst the judges tallied their scores we had the opportunity to 
watch the Saracens junior cheerleading squads perform and it 
was nice to see Anna Finley and Nicole Redmond from year 7 
involved in these performances. 
 
Although not becoming outright Champions, the BMS squad 
did really well against some very tough and far more 
experienced opposition to come a very creditable 4th place.  
The BMS squad were picked out and praised by the judges for 
the high tariffing and difficult, well timed jumps element of 
their routine. This was a great result!  The students would like 
to join me in thanking Mrs. Maloney, for supervising their 
sessions and Leann for all her hard work. 
 
We look forward to running more cheerleading sessions led by Saracens in the Summer term. 
Anyone interested in joining the Saracens school of cheer can do so by attending sessions at Woodside on 
Thursday evenings 6-8pm. 
 
Squad: Alice 9Oak, Militsa 9Ash, Martha 9Elm, Naomi 9Beech, Ellie 9Oak, Megan 9Maple, Kerrie 9Elm,  
Emma 9Sycamore, Olivia 9Ash, Abby 9Oak. 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

An Hour of Code! 
By Ms Heartfield, Head of Computing & Future Skills Faculty 
 
This week students from all year groups have been participating in the global “Hour of code” initiative 
which aims to encourage more people of all ages to take up computer science and computer programming. 
 

The Year 13 groups worked on a more complex Python exercise while Year 7 helped Anna 
and Elsa from the film Frozen create snowflakes and patterns in the ice. After 20 rounds 
competitive rounds of activities the students achieved an hour of code certificate! All the 
activities can be attempted from home.  
Have a go yourself at http://code.org/learn.  

 
Here are some of the Year 7 and 13 participants with their certificates. 
 

Lewis (7W), Avon (7S), Ethan (7A), Anais (7W) Harri (7B), Billy (7E) and Kara (7M)  

Colin 13A, Zara 13M, Jamie 13M,Sahkana 13E, James 13B, Joe 13O, Noel 13M, Tom 13E, 
 Jacob 13M, Charlier 13W, James Kumru 13M, Jason 13W 

 

http://code.org/learn


Year 7 Art Trip to the National Gallery, 8th & 9th December 2014 
By Ms Davies, Art Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
    
    
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

On the 8th and 9th of December Year 7 got the opportunity to visit the National Gallery in London. Everyone 
was very excited and after being registered, we boarded the coaches and made our way into London. 
 
 
 
On arrival we had just over an hour to walk around the gallery and take in the plethora of paintings that 
adorned the great walls. The students also had a small task to complete before we met our tour guides.  
 
We then went off again to listen and learn in depth about some of the paintings. 
 

With grumbling tummies and lunchtime fast approaching, we headed off to the lunch rooms.  
Before we knew it, it was time to catch the coach back to Bushey Meads. Everyone had a fabulous time. 
Thank you to all the staff who helped out and to Year 7, whose behaviour was impeccable…. and noted by a 
member of the public who commented that they were a credit to us. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We  Paris 
By Mr Heywood, Head of Art Department 
 

On the weekend of 22nd November a group of Year 12 Art 
and Language students travelled to France’s capital.  Their 
accompanying teachers, Mr. Heywood and Miss Levy 
thought that they were all extremely polite, well-behaved 
and good ambassadors for our school.  It was a pleasure 
being in their company and a good time was had by all.  

 
Eleanor Williamson, Hannah Grimston and Alexandra 
Lazarou write ... 

 
“It was a great experience, both educationally and 
socially.  We explored the galleries both inside and outside 
and enjoyed the atmosphere of Paris in the Autumn.  Even 
the weather was warm and sunny.  We certainly are more 
streetwise thanks to our experiences of the métro and 
also more aware of the “varied” French cuisine! 

 

We arrived early at Watford Junction and departed on 
time to the Gare du Nord. We stopped at the hotel to drop 
off our bags and were relieved to find that there was a 
good supply of Wifi.  

 
 

After a quick change we visited Montmartre and the Sacre-Coeur and were impressed by the views 
over Paris and the various street artists.  Later we went for a meal at a ‘flam’ restaurant - flam being a 
cracker topped with stuff usually found on a pizza.  
 

We started the day by going on the metro - the french speakers using their skills to get us tickets. We 
then went to the Monet museum, where we saw his famous water lilies which spanned from one end 
of the room to the next. We then went to the Louvre, where we saw the large scale French Romantic 
paintings and took a selfie with the Mona Lisa. We then visited the Musee d’Orsay and walked to the 
Eiffel Tower. 
 

On the third day we went to our favourite museum ‘The Centre Pompidou’  
which was full of interesting modern art - varying from films to sculptures to  
architecture.  We then visited the gothic cathedral, Notre-Dame and walked  
up the longest spiral staircase ever. 
 

The last day we went to the Modern Art Museum then returned to  
Montmartre, via the Moulin Rouge and went shopping before travelling  
back to rainy old England. “ 
 



  



  
BMS Receives Accreditation for Anti-Bullying 
By Mrs McIldowie Head of Careers and Diversity 
 
I am delighted to announce that Bushey Meads have been awarded the Hertfordshire Accreditation for 
Anti-Bullying. 
 
In order to achieve this we had to evidence significant high quality practice in anti-bullying.  This award 
clearly reflects the commitment from all of our staff to support our students. 
 

Arrangements for the Start of the Spring Term 
 

As a reminder the Spring Term starts on Monday 5th January 2015.  
Students will be required to be in school from 11am following INSET training for all staff. The bus 

company are aware of the arrangements.  A late breakfast will be available 10.15-10.55am for students. 
 

Year 7 Christmas Party 
The Heads of House are holding a Christmas Party in the school Hall on Thursday 18th 
December from 3:30 – 5 p.m. The students can change into their own clothes after school 
before the party starts. Could all Year 7 students who wish to attend the party please 
return the reply slip from the letter to their form tutor by Wednesday 17th December. 



Learning Walk in the Maths Faculty 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  Teacher’s comments in green pen 

were responded to by the 
students, clearly indicating that 
they had been read and were 

going to be actioned. 

Marking for literacy was also 
noted and students had again 
responded and demonstrated 

progress by correcting the 
spelling mistake. 

It was a real privilege to complete a learning walk with Mr Varsani our hardworking Head of Maths Faculty 
last Wednesday and see the excellent work that students and staff were doing in one of our flagship faculty 
areas within the school. The focus was very much on engagement of students in learning and the quality 
of marking and feedback, so it was a delight to see evidence in maths books of a dialogue between students 
and staff in relation to feedback, targets and progress of learning. 
 

Marking for literacy was also 
noted and students had again 
responded and demonstrated 

progress by correcting the 
spelling mistake. 



 
  

It was very pleasing to see 
students adding further detail to 
their work and increasing their 

level of attainment in the 
process. 

After an important unit test students had 
again demonstrated clear progress in 

correcting some of the mistakes and adding 
further detail in their answers to secure a 

higher mark. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall, throughout the lessons, engagement was high and teachers were using many excellent strategies to 
engage all learners and make the learning of maths fun. In one class the teacher was using mini whiteboards 
and getting all the students to quickly write down their response to a question and, after the count of 3, then 
showing the teacher their answer.  
 
Everyone was having a go and then a good discussion was taking place based on the different responses that 
were shown. Everyone participating and talking about learning! 
 

Word of the Week 
By Mr Dawson, Head of English Faculty 
 

Spectrum (noun) 
 

1. In science, a range of colours. 
2. Any range of things can be called a spectrum. 

 
Example:   1. A rainbow shows the colours of a spectrum 

2. When she was choosing the holiday, she went through a whole spectrum of options - hotel, 
self-catering, even taking a caravan. 

 
Comment: So, as explained, this is what spectrum means. And now that  I have defined and explained it,  I 

can  tell  you that  next  week -  and for a few weeks after this -  we will be doing  a spectrum  activity.   



Lost Property 
 
As per our usual arrangement, all lost property will be displayed in the restaurant during break on 
Wednesday 17 December, ie the last Wednesday of the half term period.  If your child has lost any article 
please do encourage them to come and check whether it is being held, awaiting collection. 
 
For your information, any named lost property is always returned to the child.  Our collection of lost property 
only consists of unnamed articles and this tends to be predominately coats through the winter period.  
Please do ensure that all your child’s uniform items, especially coats, are clearly named so that we can return 
the article to its rightful owner. 
 
Please note, unclaimed lost property is given to the local Mencap charity shop in Bushey High Street, 
providing a second-hand uniform option for parents.  No new uniform items will be passed on to Mencap 
this term. 
 

The benefits are numerous both for yourself, your family, the community and the environment. You save 
money on running costs, you save time looking for parking spaces and you help to save the planet by reducing 
your carbon footprint.  
 
It is a well-known fact that, if everyone who drives on their own to work or school every day were to catch a 
lift with someone just once a week, the commuting car journeys would reduce by 20% and both parties would 
save money! Car sharing is becoming increasingly popular as the benefits are acknowledged, and many 
communities, employers and schools are introducing or encouraging car sharing schemes.  
 
With this in mind I am aware that a number of parents are currently car sharing with lifts to and from school 
to drop off and pick up their children and I would encourage you to consider doing the same. An obvious 
benefit is that traffic congestion in and around the school will be significantly reduced and student pedestrian 
safety increased. 
 
Why not give it a go? 
 

Following our comprehensive Travel Plan Surveys 
completed earlier this term – effectively coordinated 
by our dedicated Facilities Manager Mr Chambers, a 
stakeholder idea that emerged quite strongly was 
the concept of building on some parents’ success 
with car sharing. 

Lift sharing, ride-sharing, car-sharing or carpooling - 
it doesn't matter what you call it, it boils down to the 
same thing - two or more people sharing a car to get 
from A to B rather than driving alone. 

Have You Considered Car Sharing? 
By Mr Turner, Executive Principal 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=car+sharing&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.essex.ac.uk/transport/carshare/&ei=XQiIVK_lG8T_UPbkgLgI&bvm=bv.81456516,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNG8_3JJTumNMnWPouEtomk1S2bPAw&ust=1418287564161387


SLCs Continue their Good Work at BMS 
 

Senior SLCs also presented the survey findings and profiled their excellent work this term in the Main School 
Assemblies in front of all students and staff during the week. 

 
 
 
  Our Student Learning Consultants are 

continuing to have a high profile across 
the school and are helping to shape 

teaching and learning across the school. 

There second meeting of the term 
facilitated by Deputy Headteacher  

Ms Morawska was lively and well led 
by the Senior SLCs on each table.  

 
Feedback from the survey conducted 
earlier this term was presented and 
further discussed and future plans 

made as to how the SLCs could 
support other students across the 

school with their learning.   



  

 
As you are aware all staff are working hard to ensure that work is regularly marked and students receive 
appropriate feedback that moves the learning on and ensures that all students make progress. 
 
Our colourful stickers remind us that feedback can be given using a real variety of different ways of 
assessment – verbal (orange stickers), peer (green stickers), self (blue stickers), teacher (white stickers) 
to name a few. Staff also mark for literacy (comments or codes in green pen) and give feedback about 
presentation (yellow stickers). 
 
As parents do ensure that your children respond to the comments made and targets set by the teachers 
and teaching assistants so that their progress continues to be made as fully as possible. Do look back in 
their books and check that they are responding to all feedback given. The following examples serve as a 
reminder to do this each time the work is assessed. 
 

Here the teacher has simply identified a 
missing capital letter by the letter C and 
the student has copied out the word 
correctly using the capital letter – 
progress!  

In this example the teacher has written 
SP indicating a spelling mistake. The 
student has responded to the code and 
has corrected the word – inserting the 
missing w. Ideally this word could be 
copied out 3 times to reinforce the 
learning.  

A presentation sticker here has highlighted 
the need to underline titles with a ruler and 
the student has responded and improved 
the quality of their work.    



 
 
  In this example the teacher has 

marked a piece of work and indicated 
a very clear way as to how the 
student can move to the next level – 
by using a wider variety of 
punctuation in their writing. 
 
Several pages on in the exercise book 
the student has clearly acted upon 
the teacher’s advice and used a new 
type of punctuation.     

What is powerful in this example 
is the dialogue that the student 
has engaged with the teacher in 
using a simple code to show that 
they have taken on board the 
teacher’s advice and applied it in 
their next piece of assessed work. 
 
They even explained what they 
had done to improve their work 
and have shown the teacher 
clearly in their comment how it 
links back to the previous 
feedback given. 

This example shows some effective 
peer assessment and the target is to 
add a variety of annotations to a 
design to achieve a higher level in the 
A level design brief. 
 
The student responded to this 
comment and this is evidenced in the 
work overleaf, completed in the next 
lesson – clear progress made. 



 

In conclusion, as parents do talk to your children about their work and ask to see the marking and 
feedback in their books. Encourage them to actively respond to the targets that have been set and 
ensure that, where possible, as in some of the excellent examples provided above, clearly indicate what 
their response is to the feedback given. 
 

 

Year 13 Enrichment Day – Tuesday 2nd December 2014  
By Mrs McIldowie, Head of Work Related Learning 
 
On Tuesday 2nd December our Year 13 career enrichment day took place.  The event involved 
representatives from outside organisations including two of our governors (Di Hoeksma and Nigel Luff), 
Simon Morley from the University of Hertfordshire, Lesley Baxter from Warner Bros and many other 
valued guests who offered their services to the school by providing all our Y13 students the opportunity 
to have a mock interview.   
 
We would like to congratulate our students on their preparation, both in terms of their written 
documents and their smart appearance.  They arrived at their appointments punctually and came with a 
positive attitude and were excellent ambassadors for Bushey Meads School.  
 
The students were offered valuable feedback on their interview skills, quality of CV and personal 
statement and were given guidance for improvement where necessary. 
 
Comments received from the business personnel were that our students are mature, confident and 
articulate and a delight to interview.  Our student feedback was equally good with many saying a big 
thank you for the opportunity to have an interview as for many it was a first time experience.  
 
 
 

PE Uniform – Boys Multi-Sports Shirt 
We have been informed by D J Uniforms that the delivery of boys multi-sports shirts has now arrived.  
For those families who have been issued with a temporary shirt by D J Uniforms in the meantime, would 
you please take this shirt back (in clean condition) to the shop in order to receive your new replacement 
shirt. 
 


